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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


THE WORK BEFORE US. 


Tt has been our eustom oceasionally, in commencing a new volume of the Mag- 
azine, to give a summary notice of the state J the Missions of the Union, and of 
the principal events that have affected them within the preceding year. If in the 
present instance we depart from this usage, it is not that the events of the year 
have been of less than ordinary interest, or that the condition of the missions 
makes less imperative claim to our earnest regard. It is rather because the his- 
tory has heen so marked, a recapitulation of its leading events would seem to be 
but needless repetition ; and because the missions themselves present with so sin- 
gular uniformity their one aspect of impoverishment and need. 

We are conscious of still another influence inclining us to turn away from the 
past and to address our thoughts to the future. When the Egyptians marched after 
the children of Israel, and they cried unto Moses, “ Because there were no graves 
in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness,’’ and Moses said unto 
them, ‘‘ Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord,” “ The Lord shall fight 
for you, and ye shall hold your peace,’’-—the Lord said unto Moses, “ Wherefore 
criest thou unto me ? Speak unto the children of Israel, ruat tury GO FORWARD.” 
Our work is before us. It is a great work. It i¢ a work of pressing need. 
What we do, we must do with our might, and that quickly. Night is at hand ; 
night to ourselves, the night which closes our mortal day, though ushering in 
the eternal; but a night dark and prolonged, to the missions, if once it close upon 
them, and our work not done. 

God says to us by his providence, as in his word and by his Spirit, ao ror- 
warp. The Lord liveth. We do not hold ourselves ignorant of “ this time ;” 
that it is a period of almost universal calamity and gloom. God’s hand is 
stretched out evidently over the families of the earth. Everywhere, in almost 
every land, is to be seen ‘“ distress of nations, with perplexity.” Nor age we 
willing to disavow all partnership in the general grief. We would not, if we 
could, go forth in the morning with heart unburthened and return at night to 
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The Work before us. (January, 
tranquil slumbers, because no sorrows of our own’ oppress our spirit. Exemp- 
tion like this, and at this time, would seem to denote, in whomsoever the singu- 
larity should betray itself, a destitution of even the ordinary sensibilities of man’s 
nature. There are some, there are many, bleeding, broken, crushed spirits ; and 
were it in our power to sit by the side and breathe into the ear of such an one, we 
would say, ‘‘ O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, thine afflie- 
tion cometh not forth from the dust, neither doth thy trouble spring out of the 
ground. Is there evil in the city and the Lord hath not done it? It is God, 
even thy Father. The scourge may have been from man, but it was beld in 
God’s hand. Thussaith the Lord, who ts thy God, +1 am the Lord, and there is 
none else. [ form the light, and create darkness ; IT make peace, and create evil ; 
I the Lord do all these things.” ’” We would not separate ourselves in thought 
or act from God’s afflicted, chosen ones. Nevertheless, it is a time for strenuous 
action ; a time for those who have faith in God and will heed his providences, to 
quit themselves like men. 

We have been * minished and brought low.” We feel God's hand. Tt has 
been a period, and the time has seemed long, of rebuke and chastenine. But 
from this very chastening, protracted and sore though it has been, we gather 
strength and hope. The Lord has not forsaken his people, nor given over his 
heritage to a perpetual desolation. The chastening has been grievous, but more 
grievous was the sinning. The chastening has been grievous, but it was for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Viewed in its proper light, 
this season of righteous discipline has been a time of God’s great mercy, a time 
of God’s most gracious visitation. “Ifave ye forgotten the exhortation which 
speaketh unto you as unto children, ‘ My son, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. . . . If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with sons. . . . Wherefore lift up the hands which hang 
down, and the feeble knees.”” Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for 
the punishment of his sins? Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord. Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heayens. 

It was said of one in old time, “In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the 
angel of his presence saved them : in his love and in his pity he redeemed them: 
and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.” Read the residue of 
the narrative ; Is. 63: 10-19. And having read it carefully, with tears, read 
also the chapter next following ; and let us learn from thence the work, and the 
first stages of it, to which we do well to betake ourselves. ‘‘ There is none that 
calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of Thee.” And the 
‘evangelical prophet” goes on to say, confessing and bemoaning himself and his 
people, ‘‘ For Thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of 


our iniquities.” DBeeause of our iniquities. Bucavsu OUR INIQUITIES. 


Here is our first work, — confession of our iniquities. 

It has been for some years a growing conviction on the heart of one,— has it 
not been deepening in the hearts of many’—that if it be the good pleasure of 
God to honor that portion of his professed people who are called American Bap- 
tists, With any desirable part in the ministration of the gospel of Christ to the 
nations not called by his name, He must depart from his accustomed method of 
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working or first prepare his chosen instrument for better service. He must whet 
his sword ; or, slightly changing the illustration, He must temper the steel by 
fiercer fires. The children of Israel, when they first came to Paran, were ‘‘noé 
able”’ to go up at once and possess the promised land, It was needful that they 
should be led “ through that great and terrible wilderness,” that the Lord God 
might ‘humble them, and that he might prove them, and that he might do them 
good at their latter end.” The divine method was still the same, when, centuries 
later, the holy cities were a wilderness and all their pleasant things were laid 
waste. When Danicl understood by books the number of the years, that God 
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem, he set his face 
unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with fasting, and sack- 
cloth, and ashes. And he prayed unto the Lord his God, and made his confes- 
sion, and said, ** O Lord, the great and dreadful God, we AVE SINNED.” 


OBITUARY OF REY. DANIEL WHITAKER. 


Daniel Whitaker was born at Downs, Cumberland Co., N. J.. November 17, 1822. 
He was hopefully converted during the progress of a revival of religion in the town of 
Granville, IL, in the month of February, 1838, and united with the Baptist church in 
that town. Animated at once by a love of knowledge and desire for usefulness, he 
commenced a course of liberal study at the academies of Granville and Mt. Palatine, 
IL, graduated at Madison University in the year 1850, and pursued the regular course 
of training in the Rochester theological seminary, which he left in 1852. He spent his 
vacations as a colporteur of the Ameriean ‘Tract Society. IIe received license to 
preach the gospel from the church of which he was first a member, in January, 1846. 
And, while a member of the theological seminary, a contemplation of the condition of 
the heathen without the gospel brought him, under God, to the decision to become a 
missionary of the cross. Ile was ordained at Rochester, Sept. 8, 1852, married Mary 
E., daughter of Rev. C. Bennett, of the Tavoy Mission, and sailed from Boston Jan. 17, 
1853, in the Springbok, destined to Maulmain. ‘The ‘companions of his voyage were 
the Rev. Messrs. Bixby and Rose, and Mrs. Cephas Bennett, returning to Tavoy after 
a visit to the United States. Public services with reference to their departure were 
held the preceding evening in the Rowe Street meeting-house, Boston. 

Mr. Whitaker was originally designated to the Karens of Bassein, but subsequently 
transferred to the Maulmain Karen Mission. Besides attending to the study of the 
language, in February, 1854, he performed a missionary tour in company with Mr. 
Bennett, among the villages on the Salwen, north of Maulmain. The following Jan- 
uary, after the meeting of the Maulmain Association, in connection with several native 
assistants, he visited various settlements of Sgau Karens in the Martaban districts; he 
met with much encouragement, and several were baptized. 

On account of the interest prevailing in Sau Quala’s field of labor, in and around 
Toungoo, with the advice of the mission Mr. Whitaker was sent to his aid. Tle took 
with him two young men for school teachers, and reached this new sphere of toil in 
May, 1855. On his arrival, almost the first person he met was a Karen Christian, who 
hastened into the jungle to carry the tidings that an additional teacher had come. 
When visitors began to come to him, he had constantly from twenty to eighty at his 
dwelling for a week. Four or five different tribes were represented. The necessity 
of educating Bghai young men induced Mr. Whitaker to receive and instruct those 
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who offered themselves, and who wished to be taught for the sake of teaching others. 
His first pupil was received June 27. This first normal school numbered thirty pupils 
and continued three months. During the session eight of the number were baptized. 

In December, 1855, Mr. Whitaker made a tour among the Karens west of 'Toungoo, 
into a region where the gospel had not before been preached. “I might have spent 
my time,” he said, “ far more agreeably among the thousands anxious to hear, and the 
thousands more who have heard and believed; but the commission is —* Preach the 


gospel to every creature ;’ and Providence has given me two weeks of spare time, as it 
were, that I may spend it in this way before the meeting of the Association.” 

In view of the pressing wants of the field and the call for more laborers, Mr. Whit- 
aker was authorized to continue to labor in connection with this mission, at least until 
the return of Dr. Mason. Acting under this commission, Mr. Whitaker and Sau 
Quala travelled together among the Bghais, co-workers and helpers of each other's joy. 
They administered baptism during this year in eleven different villages to one hundred 
and forty-two additional converts. More blessed than many missionaries, who have 
wrought for years in discouragement, sowing, but not reaping, — his first welcome was 
a waving harvest, and his earliest toil, to gather the joyful sheavgs. 

Sept. 24, 1856, Mr. Whitaker arrived at Toungoo with his family, who had hitherto 
lingered elsewhere until his field of labor was definitely determined. ‘The people came 
in throngs to pay their respects to the teacher and his wife, and but few days passed 
without bringing more or less strangers, anxious to hear of Christ and to receive 
instruction. The normal school was reépened the first of October, and in two months 
numbered seventy-two pupils, — a large majority of whom had either been employed 
as teachers and preachers, or expected to engage in the work as soon as they should 
receive the requisite qualifications. 

After the close of the term, Mr. Whitaker undertook another tour of five weeks m 
the jungle, during which he baptized two hundred and thirty-three converts, adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper twelve times, constituted seven new churches, and occupied 
ten new stations with teachers. In January, 1857, noting the anniversary of the day 
of his sailing from Boston, he wrote—“ Thank God that I have been permitted to 
spend four years on heathen ground, and for the miracles of grace and power I have 
been permitted to witness.” 

Mr. Whitaker's time was divided between the care of the normal school, and exten- 
sive tours among the Karens. In April, 1857, after attending the meeting of the 
Bghai Association and baptizing converts, he commenced a high school at Khlerla, near 
Toungoo, taking with him his pupils from the city, so that the number rose to one hun- 
dred and twenty, about thirty of whom were teachers and preachers, who had left their 
charges to spend a month or two in study. He gave his whole attention to instructing 
them in the Scriptures, writing his comments, and requiring his pupils to copy them. 
After leaving the school in charge of a competent assistant, he continued to send them 
his written comments. He also engaged, at the suggestion of Dr. Mason, in translating 
Mr. Cross’ Arithmetic into the Bghai dialect, — a work much needed by the schools; 
but he remarked, “I shall excuse myself from secular works in future so far as possi- 
ble.” 

Thus were his hands full of labor, and his heart buoyant with hope. The field of 
promise waved luxuriantly before him, and he had entered in, as a faithful and willing 
laborer, to reap. 

The next account received brings the sorrowful tidings of his death. Mr. Bennett 
writes, Aug. 19, 1857 —“ A week ago yesterday Mr. Whitaker and his family arrived 
from Toungoo. Mrs. W. had been ill for some time, and the eldest child also. The 
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doctor had recommended a change for Mrs. W., as her only hope of life. On their 
arrival, the child had improved and Mrs. W. was no worse. 

“ While at Shwaygyeen, Mr. W. was again beset with fever; and was not free from 
it on his arrival. For the first four days after their arrival, Mrs. W. seemed to 
improve, Mr. W. to grow worse. Medicine failed to check the raging of his fever; we 
all, however, had hopes for the best, till Monday last; when he was so much worse, 
especially through the night, that yesterday morning all hope of his recovery was taken 
away. Ife continued to sink until 2 P. M., yesterday, when peacefully and without a 
struggle he ceased to breathe. His end was peace. He has done his work; and well 
has he labored ‘in season and out of season; and has gone to his reward. His ‘ suffi- 
ciency was of God; and he was permitted, in his short course, to see wondrous dis- 
plays of Divine Grace in the conversion of sinners. His whole soul, while he could 
work, was with the Karens of Toungoo; and for the first two days after his arrival 
here, he was looking for preparations as to his immediate return, as soon as his fever 
should leave him. 

“He has gone to his home on high; and not to his home in Toungoo, where he will 
be remembered and embalmed in the memory of the Karens, as Boardman is at Tavoy. 
The labors of both were short as to duration; and yet long, when we consider the 
influence exerted on the people. Their rejoicing was this, ‘that in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God,’ they had their ‘ con- 
versation in the world.’ 

“When Mr. W. left Toungoo, he was obliged to disperse the norfial school of over 
seventy pupils; and he hoped to have lett his family with us, and at once returned to 
his labors. His cheerfulness in his work, his relief from undue anxiety for the welfare 
of his family, in that they had arrived here so well, and his ardent desires expressed, 
to be on his return, undoubtedly diverted attention from the fact that he was very ill, 
(more so than he himself was aware of,) and that he had overtaxed his physical powers 
by anxiety and excitement for the safe arrival of his family. As his fever continued 
every day, he evidently became weaker; and he was hardly out of the house, after his 
arrival, until his remains were taken out to-day, and deposited in the mission burial 
ground. 

«Thus has passed away from among us one of our most faithful, laborious and suc- 
cessful missionaries of the gospel in this land of darkness. It may be truly said of him, 
‘he was a good man,’ full of the right spirit of true consecration to his Master’s work. 
Hie did not ‘handle the word of God deceitfally, but by manifestation of the truth 
commended himself to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.’ Te labored not 
for himself; his great desire was that Jesus might be glorified, and sinners saved. Such 
men are greatly needed in the mission work.” 

In communicating the intelligence of the ‘sad event Dr. Wade writes, under date of 
Maulmain, Aug. 24, 1857, as follows : 

“* Our dear br. Whitaker has been taken from us by the hand of death. Four days 
before his arrival here, he was attacked with fever, but was not thought dangerously ill 
until a violent hemorrhage from the bowels occurred some six days after his arrival, 


when his case became hopeless, and in about two days more he sunk into the arms of 
death. Ilis death occurred on the 18th of the present month. He left the fullest evi- 
dence of his meetness for heaven. Ile was a missionary of great promise. We feel 
his loss exeeedingly. But the Lord hath done it, and we bow submissively under his 
@bastening hand.” 


France. — Letters 


COMMUNICATIONS 


FRANCE. 


LETTERS FROM FRENCH PASTORS. 


Gathering new Strength — Encouraging To- 


kens — The Field widening. 


Paris, Oct. 19, 1857.— The continued 
interest of the Committee in the French 


mission, evinced by its continued support 


notwithstanding the pressure of the times, 


rejoices our hearts. This unequivocal 


testimony of attachment strengthens our 


zeal, and engages us to labor faithfully in 
the great work committed to us. We are 
fortified besides by the thought that we 
labor in a cause which is pleasing to God, 
and for the truth,— which is the clearer 
to us from the fact that of 


most us 


were formerly plunged in the darkness of 


popery. 

We have cause to rejoice in the peculiar 
devotedness of two of the converts recent- 
ly baptized. One of them is a military 
officer, and is at present employed as a 
clerk in the Tuilleries. The change in 
him is so striking, that all who knew his 
former life are impressed by the work 
which God has wrought in him by his 
Spirit. 

We have besides in 
seem not far from the kingdom of God, 
and who awaken in us the strongest hopes. 
If I am not deceived, they will soon be 
ready to join themselves to the people of 
God. 

Thus we advance, though slowly, and 
God manifests his power in the midst of 
us. Now, as in the time of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles, “ the foolishness of 


God is wiser than men, and the weakness 


of God is stronger than men.” Now, as in 


the glorious days of the primitive church, | 


“Christ is the wisdom of God and the | 
power of God for all that are called, both 
Jews and Greeks.” 

A young man who formerly studied 
with Mr. Willard, and who would have 
been employed as an assistant, at the 
commencement of the year, had not the 
financial crisis prevented, has for some 


some who | 
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FROM THE MISSIONS. 


time lived at , Where he has preach- 
ed the gospel faithfully to those with whom 
he has come in contact. I have recently 
learned that several persons there would 
be baptized, if one of our pastors could 
go thither. As it would be necessary, 
however, in this case to take the journey 
three or four times a year to administer 
the Lord’s supper, and as the trip there 
and back would cost twenty-five or thirty 
frances, I have thought it best to consult 
the Committee whether it is well to go to 
———., provided there is really a work to 
| be done there. Should the work prosper, 
it would involve an expense of 100 or 125 
frances a year. 


The pastor at 
Sept. 25, 


writes under date of 


Through the divine blessing the candi- 
dates for baptism still inspire us with hope. 
Lam looking for an addition in a village 
near , and perhaps also in 


Mr. 


; pastor at writes, Oct. 8; 


Many souls continue to renounce the 
world, and to come one by one to Christ. 
In many respects, I take great pleasure in 
my field of labor. I often find plants 
which the Spirit of God has caused to 
spring forth out of the earth, and to grow, 
while I have been occupied in giving bread 
Stull it 


are 


to those that are in the house. 
must there 


plants which wither, because [am unable 


be confessed that also 


to water them enough. Tlow can I visit, 
as much as they need it, the fifteen vil- 
lages which compose my field and also at- 
tend, from time to time, to the church of 
Mr. 


charge ? 


» Which has been left to my 


Character of Converts. 


The pastor at sends 
communication, dated Sept. 7. 


the following 


I have already informed you of the bap-» 
tisms we have had for some time past; 
but as I have written briefly, 1 ought to 


give you some details concerning ow new 
members. 


d 
6 
: 
; 
} 
| 
: 
= 
| 
by 
= 


1858.] 


Mrs. was for a long time a de- 
yoted Catholic, strongly attached to the 
superstitions of her church, having zeal 


without knowledge. As was natural, she 
had no love tor Protestants; but she was 
led by circumstances which it would be 
too long tM@elate here, to know the truth 
as it is in Jesus. Light broke into her 
mind; love penetrated her heart: and she 
gave herself to him who had given him- 
self to die tor her. 

Mr. ————, a young man, was,brought 
to our place of worship two or three years 
ago by one of his sisters. What he there 
heard convinced him that the truth is with 
abandoned his 
Sab- 


us. From this time he 
worldliness, ceased to work on the 
bath, and attends our meetings regularly. 
He grows in knowledge, and, I hope, in 
faith, We received him joy fully into our 
little flock, of which I cherish the confi- 
dence that he will be a faithtul member. 

The two other persons baptized are Mr. 
and Mrs. ———. [le is one of the finest 
characters I have ever met; and L have 
written you these lines especially that you 
may rejoice with us, that we have been 
If all 
the churches were miposed of members 
like him, they would walk faithfully, and 


would be abundantly blessed. 


permitted to receive such a man. 


The Converted Tailor. 


Mr. ——— is an educated and intelli- 
gent man, who has seen the World, and 
enjoys a somewhat elevated station; yet I 
have never seen a person more candid 
and humble. He has not known the truth 
long. He lived tor years wholly indiffer- 
ent to religion, devoting himself exclusive- 
ly to business and the pursuit of wealth. 
For a long time he was connected with 
Protestants; but they were without lite, 
and gave him the idea that religion is no- 
thing more than cold and dry formalism. 
Such a religion did not meet his wants, 
But the Lord had thoughts of merey to- 
Ile was led to the Depart- 
ment of the North, where he came in 


wards him. 


contact with Christians who impressed 
him by their pious lives, which compelled 
him to believe that there is something in 
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religion that he had never experienced. 
Ife began to attend divine worship, to 
read the Bible, and to pray. He came 
often to visit me, and I had delightful in- 
terviews with him, which, I doubt not, 
were profitable to him. He proposed in- 
quiries ‘with much simplicity, and heard 
my answers with great attention. One 
day he said to me, “ Mr. , treat me 
like a little child; I know nothing; teach 
Alas! 


this language of humility. 


we are little accustomed to 
As soon as Mr. 


me.” 


——— saw the truth, he received it into 
his heart and rejoiced in it. How the love 
of Christ amazed him! How he was af- 
feeted by the infinite goodness of God to 
him, a poor sinner! 

Some time before his baptism, he asked 
me what I thought of his temporal busi- 
ness. (Ile is tailor toa regiment.) “ Does 
your business occupy you on the Sabbath ?” 
—asked I. “No,” he answered, “I lay 
aside all work on that day, and spend the 
Sabbath far from the world and near to 
God. I give up all oversight of the work,” 
he added, “but my journeymen work.” 
“Can you prevent them,” said I; “ have 
you the right to do it?” “ No,” said he, 
“the government makes them work, and 
I have no right to shut up the shop.” 
“ Then,” said I, * you are not responsible.” 
“IT agree with you,” said he; “ but my 
journcymen working [ am benefitted by 
their labor, and obtain money from their 
sin.” Then I told him there was a way 
not to profit by their disobedience, that he 
might give to the poor the profits accru- 
ing from their work on the Sabbath. He 
said he had already thought of that, and 
resolved to do it. He added, “ As for 
myself, there is only one trial than can 
befal me; [may be summoned as an in- 
spector of clothing on the Lord’s day. In 
that case I should go to the colonel in the 
morning, and beg permission to be away 
on that day. If he should refuse, I should 
say to him that I could not conscientiously 
be present at the inspection, and again beg 
him to excuse me. If he should insist, 
then I would resign my office. If I lived 
far from church,” he continued, “ I do not 
think I should do wrong to aid on the 
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Sabbath in such an inspection, which would 
occupy but a short time; but being in the 
vicinity of Christians who might be grieved 
by such an act, I would by no means do it.” 
Does not this language indicate an upright 
conscience ? Is it not delightful, at a time 
when almost every one is seeking after the 
world and thinks only of himself, to see a 
man ready to abandon an honorable  sta- 
tion and lucrative employment, solely to 
avoid offending his brethren? Would to 
God that all Christians might be like this 
brother, just born into the faith, but al- 
ready more advanced than many who have 
long known the Lord. The Lord send us 
many of these upright, humble, devoted 
souls, to be a blessing to the church and 
the world! 

There are besides some other persons 
here who might have been baptized; but 
as I did not feel entire assurance in re- 
gard to them, I preferred to wait. Provi- 
dence permitting, I shall spend some even- 
ings during the winter at , among a 
people very well disposed towards us. O 
that there might be a revival there, and 
numerous conversions. 


GERMANY. 
LETTERS FROM NATIVE PREACHERS. 


Quarterly Report of Mr. Kemnitz — Har- 
vesting in Summer. 


Mr. Kemnitz, missionary at Templin, in re- 
viewing the past quarter says: — 


Generally, as regards our mission, the 
summer months are a season of drought ; 
as the country people are occupied out of 
doors, and fields and cattle form a ready 
excuse for the neglect of spiritual things. 
The fruit we gather in summer is the re- 
sult of the winter's labors. But this year 
has been an exception, thirty-nine believ- 
ers having been baptized. 

Our sphere of usefulness extends con- 
Bnually. In glancing at the map of the 
Altermark just now, I perceived that in 
the circuit of Templin there is scarcely a 
place where we have not some members ; 
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ligion shall have been introduced into all. 
A sign of the times favorable to our sue- 
cess, is the fear created by it. Many per- 
sons share the experience of Balak, when 
we enter their territory. A short time 
ago I called on a believing nn 
but did not find him at home? Scarcely 
however had the clergyman of the place 
heard of my visit, when he sent for the 
schoolmaster, and threatened to remove 
him from his office if he should again per- 
The 
poor young man is s6 intimidated, that 
when recently met him and said pur- 


mit me to have access to his house. 


posed soon going to K., he entreated me 
not to visit him. Br. Metir, a missionary 
of our church, when last he was at L., 
was told by the clergyman, “I know you 
are only sent to prepare the way for Kem- 
nitz, but I shall do all in my power to pre- 
vent his inroads on my diocese.” 

The internal vigor of our church at 
Templin, I rejoice to say, is unimpaired. 
The brethren make 


the good of the cause. 


many sacrifices for 
Besides raising the 
rent for four meeting-rooms, they support 
a missionary, collect for the building of a 
chapel, and defray the current expenses 
of the church. The Lord keep alive this 
flame of sacred love and devotedness. 

Preached during the past quarter forty 
one times, visited one hundred families, 
sold sixty seven bibles, and distributed 
1,500 tracgs. Baptized on profession of 
their faith thirty-nine, 

The following extracts are from the journal 


of Mr. Blenner, missionary at Frankfort-on- 
the-Maine. The first is under date of August 4. 


Hindrances to Piety — ‘Strait is the Gate.” 


Although my work in Frankfort is not 
free from the numerous hindrances gener- 
ally to be met with in large cities, I rejoice 
to know that it is making sure though 
slow progress. Our services are well at- 
tended, and several families who at first 
laughed me to scorn, when I told them 
my errand began to regard me favorably. 
My words had made them uneasy regard- 
ing the issue of a life spent in frivolity, 


nor can we rest until the light of pure re- 


and they now desire to be instructed how 
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to avoid an end such as the Word of God 
describes that of the sinner. But in these 
families, as'in so many others in this gay 
city, “the pride of life” forms a serious 
barrier to the acceptance of Him who is 
“meek and lowly in heart.” “I cannot 
endure to be laughed at,” Miss S., the 
daughter of a respectable merchant, said 
to-day, “and were I to become a pietist, 
do not 


this would surely be the case. 
doubt it,” was my reply, “but in matters 
of religion the opinion of the world is not 
to be our standard, but the example of 
Christ.” 
to be delivered from my dread of ridicule, 
I should be freed from it,” said Miss §. ; 
“T love the Saviour, the books you have 


“Do you'think that, by praying 


given me have told me so much of his 
goodness; I only shrink from speaking to 
any one of this.” Our further conversa- 
tion, I trust, served to induce Miss 5S. to 
seck divine strength, and she earnestly 
asked my prayers on her behalf. 

August 20.— 'To«lay we received a 
visit from Kitchen D., niece of’ sister M. 
with whom I lodge. The young girl is at 
a boarding school at Heidelberg, and had 
come home for the vacation. She was 
gay and thoughtless, and I soon sought an 
opportunity of urging her to seck the 


Lord. 


vain; for on Sabbath evening, as I was 


But my words seemed spoken in 


returning from preaching, Lheard through 
the open windows Katchen playing a 
dance on my piano. ‘The next day was 
her birth-day, bat I alitfost hesitated to 
give her the bible, in which T had already 
inscribed her name ; she seemed unworthy 
in faith, 


I gave it, and the Lord more than answered 


to receive the blessed book. 


the prayers that accompanied the gift. 
The next morning Kiatehen came to me 
bathed in tears, saying she had looked into 
the Bible, as she supposed for the first and 
last time, when her eye caught the words, 
*“ Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” These words had pierced her 
heart, and she had spent the night in 
prayer for pardon. ‘Thus two days passed 
in carnest longing for peace on the part 
of the young girl. In the evening of the 
second day she came to me with a counte- 
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nance illumined with the peace of God ; 
she had the desired favor. 
Scarcely, however, did her family per- 


obtained 


ceive the change, when their enmity arose. 
Kiitchen’s mother and sister had long at- 
tended our services, but they thereby seek 
only to quiet their consciences, which bid 
When 


the time for attending service to-day came, 


them decide publicly for Christ. 


Katchen’s bonnet and shawl were nowhere 
to be found; her sister had hid them. 
Still this could not prevent the young dis- 
ciple from going ; her zeal soon made her 
find substitutes for the missing articles. 
On her return to Heidelberg, Katchen is 
to undergo a course of instruction from 
the clergyman, in preparation for her con- 
firmation at Easter; and she is now in 
doubt whether to permit herself to be con- 
firmed and then to leave the national 
church, or whether to do the latter now. 
In case she leaves the church now, her un- 
cle who provides for her will probably at 
The Lord 


give this child, who is only fourteen years 


once withdraw his support. 


of age, wisdom according to her need. 
28.— Went through the forest of Bud- 
ingen to Schliesbach, and was permitted 
to commend the Saviour to the family of 
a forester. These people gladly received 
the truth, and promised to attend our ser- 
vices at Frankfort. On emerging from 
the forest, I found myself in the lovely 
district of Binstein, the property of a me- 
diatized prince. The princely residence 
lies on an eminence, and commands a 
view such as in all my wanderings I have 
As I ap- 


proached the castle, and turned to gaze 


not seen surpassed for beauty. 


on the scene behind me, “ Surely,” I 
thought, “none who have such a constant 
evidence of God’s loving-kindness before 
But how 
The 


castle was a scene of the same worldly 


them, can be indifferent to it.” 
soon was L again to be undeceived! 
cares ayg} pleasures as are found in our 
city residences, and not all my efforts 
could win one ear to listen to my errand. 
“No time for religion,” was the excuse 
urged on all hands; and I could effect no 
more than leave some tracts at the porter’s 


gate. On leaving the castle, I went to 
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the houses of some of the officials of the 
prince, and in one or two was allowed to 
testify to the truth. Mr. 
a bible, which he hoped to have an op- 


even bought 


portunity of introducing into his master’s 
family. 

At Gedern I visited a family where four 
sons through our instrumentality have 
been led to Christ. 


in confessing the truth before men, and 


They are quite free 


have succeeded in awakening inquiry in 
some of their friends. ‘These persons were 
present at the service I held here; and 
assured me, at the close, they could not 
wonder enough that, though in possession 
of the bible, they had hitherto been so 
All con- 
fessed that they felt their sinfulness. 


ignorant of its chief lessons. 


Here, also, I called on a schoolmaster 
who formerly evinced much interest in 
the truth, but has now lost it, while his 
wife is evidently secking the Lord. As T 
desired to know how she had been led to 
inquire after spiritual things, she told me 
she had hated Christianity until she ob- 
served the change for the worse that had 
come over her husband since he had neg- 
lected to pray and read the bible. He 
had become less patient and less conscien- 
tious; so that the wife, observing this, felt 
constrained to investigate the sentiments 
which had once acted so favorably on her 
husband. She now reads and prays, and 
rejoices in having discovered that true 
godliness alone can help us to fulfil our 
social as well as religious duties. My 
visit, I trust, served to rouse her husband 
also to a sense of his dangerous condition ; 
he himself handed me a bible and re- 
quested me to conduct family worship; to 
which he called all in the house. 

During the past quarter I have held 
sixty religious meetings, visited sixty-six 
families, circulated 124 bibles and testa- 
ments and 800 tracts. 

Our concluding extracts are from t® journal 


of C. Albrecht, missionary to the Lithuanians, 
East Prussia. 


God’s Word and the Writings of Men. 


July 7. — Conversed with two Lithua- 
nians of good standing among their people. 


They had for some time attended our ser- 
vices, and now told me their object had 
been to become thoroughly acquainted 
with the practical working of our doctrines, 
before taking any steps towards joining us. 
They had made the life and conversation 
of the Baptists an object of observation, 
and are satisfied that we teach the truth. 
Still, there were several points which they 
wished to discuss with me; one of which 
was, whether we do not evince too little 
appreciation for the writings of great and 
good men, such as Arndt, Francke, and 
Luther. I sought to ¢xplain this misap- 
prehension by telling them how highly we 
esteem excellence in whomsoever it ap- 
pears; and that, as far as this can be done 
without setting aside the Word of God, 
we read religious books ot every deserip- 
tion; their absence from the houses of our 
poorer brethren, I accounted for by the 
fact that, having but little time for reading, 
they prefer to devote that little to the 
study of the Word of God. 

Further conversation with these two 
Lithuanians awakened a fear in me, that 
their appreciation of the bible was not so 
great as I could wish; but before we 
parted, they had given me a promise to 
give the Word of God the first place in 
their regard. They assured me that they 
had long felt regard for the bible — their 
mistake had been in not consulting the 
bible itself: 


Tract-Dig@ribution — Tilsit. 


10.— Took the steamer to Tilsit. As 
our boat darted through the waters of the 
Kurische Haff, the passengers, exhilarated 
by the exceeding beauty of the morning, 
were indulging in mirth that augured ill 
for my mission. I cast a look around to 
discover some countenance in which I 
might read encouragement, but in vain. 
Praying for wisdom, I awaited a suitable 


opportunity to introduce my errand ; but, 


| gradually, songs and jests grew so loud 


and uninterrupted that I was glad to make 
my escape into the cabin below. There 
I found two gentlemen in conversation. 


As I entered, one accosted me, saying, 


“Perhaps you have come just in time, 
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sir; we have been discussing the probable 
state of the market. Can you throw any 
light on this subject ?” 
course, was in the negative ; but I offered 


My answer, of 


my services to give information regarding 
a subject of still higher importance. I 
then began to speak of the life beyond the 
grave, on which our eternal interests de- 
pend. ‘The gentleman, who at first ap- 
peared somewhat dismayed to have fallen 
into the hands of a mystic, soon became 
interested; and not only accepted tracts, 
but became my aid-de-camp when I went 
on deck and distributed them among the 
other passengers. Thus, almost without 
any eflort on my part, I disposed of eighty 
tracts, and, religious conversation being 
introduced, I was soon surrounded by a 
group of hearers, to whom I had opportu- 
nity to commend the Saviour. 

The friends at Tilsit rejoiced to see me, 
and I not less was gratified to witness 
their fresh, spiritual life. The next morn- 
ing L repaired to the market of Tilsit, 
which was the occasion of bringing some 
people to the town who had wished to see 
me. ‘They were surprised to find me here, 
They 


had been awakened through tracts, re- 


and were grateful for my coming. 


ceived when last they came to market 
here; and now entreated me to accom- 
pany them to their native place [hrschen, 
I at 
length agreed to do this, and on the 12th 


in order to hold a meeting there. 


was taken there in farmer L.’s conveyance. 


Ihrschen—Unter Eiseln—Borders of Russia. 


At Thrschen I met with much encour- 
agement. The few tracts that had found 
their way hither, had passed from house to 
house and awakened much inquiry for the 
truth. 
for instruction that instead of one service 


Indeed, so general was the desire 


T was persuaded to hold two, one in Ger- 
At 


the close of each I conversed with inquir- 


man, and the other in Lithuanian. 


ers, and do not doubt Ihrschen will soon be 
numbered among our regular preaching- 
stations, the difliculty only being, who is 
to supply it; as I could only oceasionally 
undertake so long a journey, and there is 
no other brother here who ean preach in 
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Lithuanian. May the Lord supply this 
need also. : 

At Unter Eiseln I likewise addressed 
good congregations, and was touched by 
the simple but sincere expressions of grat- 
itude employed by my hearers. An aged 
couple said they were overcome by the 
goodness of God in sparing them until this 
day, when they had discovered both their 
sinfulness and how ready Christ is to save. 
On my leaving Unter Eiseln, a large party 
of people, unwilling to part with me, ac- 
companied me as far as possible on my 
way, conversing to the last on spiritual 
things. 

During the summer months, the Lithua- 
nian peasantry being much engaged in 
the fields, [ could not hold so many meet- 
ings, or converse with families, as in win- 
ter. 
the Saviour to individials have not been 


Still, opportunities for commending 


wanting; and our Sabbath services have 
been visited by many persons with whom 
[ had become accidentally acquainted ; 
and who had been induced no more to 
break the Lord’s-day. Besides this more 
desultory mode of labor, I also visited 
many sick persons; and have been par- 
ticularly blessed in leading sinners to 


yap: whom I found to be without hope. 


In September I attended the Triennial 
Conference held at Hamburg. The jour- 
ney there was long and fatiguing, but was 
amply compensated by the spiritual re- 
freshment enjoyed in the society of so 
many of God’s children. It was likewise 
of great importance to me personally, to 
discuss several matters with our missionary 
comunittee ; and at their suggestion I have, 
since my return, as far as possible directed 
my attention to the wants of the people 
on the Russian frontiers. This is an in- 
teresting and hopeful field of labor. In 
several small towns where I have ventured 
to preach, the people listen with delight, 
and testaments and tracts are greatly in 
demand. Our Lithuanian brethren are 
also desirous that the good work estab- 
lished among them, should be extended 
as far as possible. I commend my labors 
to the prayerful interest of all who may 
read this report. 
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NINGPO MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 


Converts of Kinghwa—Stations to be sought 
in the Interior. 


Ningpo, Aug. 26, 1857.—At our last 
communion we had the pleasure of wel- 
coming into the church Dong Sin Sang, 
from Kinghwa, the father of the young man 
Ile is 


still with us, remaining constantly at the 


who recently was also received. 


chapel, and giving his undivided attention 
to the study of the scriptures and receiv- 
ing instruction. Though a man of high 
literary standing, perhaps the highest of 
any who have yet connected themselves 
with Protestants in China, he is very un- 
assuming in his manners, and listens to 
Christian instruction with the docility of a 
little child. 
humble Christian. 


He seems to be a sincere, 


We hope much from his influence in 
favor of Christianity in his native place. 
His village is but four miles from that of 
Were the coun- 
try open, the converts gathered in that 


Tehpiau, our assistant. 


place would form an excellent nucleus 
around which a missionary, stationed 
there, might gather churches, and thence 
earry the gospel to the contiguous regions. 
I trust that ere long not only that, but 
countless other like fields, will be open to 
Hitherto, mis- 
sionaries, huddled together at the five 
ports, with opium-sellers and sailors to 
counteract their influence, have labored 
Were the 


laborers now in China to scatter abroad 


the heralds of the cross. 


under a great disadvantage. 


and station themselves at favorable points 
in the interior, their power for effective 
missionary work would undoubtedly be 
almost indefinitely increased. 

Quiet at Ningpo— Personal Labors. 

Matters at Canton are at a standstill, in 
consequence of the forces intended for 
China having been detained in India to 
quell the insurrection there. We are 
quiet here, and are able to go forward 
uninterruptedly in our missionary labors. 
We have a few who are inquiring, both 
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here and at Chusan. I have four weekly 
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services at the chapel. Most of my time, 
when not away on preaching tours, is spent 
in studying the language. 

During the last few months, with the 
double object of learning the language 
and at the same time doing something 
that might be useful, [have been preparing 
a catechism in Chinese adapted for use in 
bible classes among converts and inquirers. 
I have followed the plan of Dr. Stow’s 
“ Question Book of Christian Doctrine,” 
except that I give answers as a guide to a 
correct application of the Scripture refer- 
ences. The catechism is, also, much more 
copious than that work, and will form a 
complete system of theology, adapted, so 
far as Lam able to make it, to the wants 
of Chinese inquirers and church members, 
The references to the Old Testament are 
to the translation made by Dr. Medhurst, 
of the London Missionary Society, which 
is a very good translation, except that he 
used Jong-ti instead of Jing in translating 
the term for God. When I commenced 
making the catechism, I did not think of 
printing it, at least at present; but intend- 
ed it for my own immediate use in instruct- 
ing the inquirers and converts at Chusan. 
In case the work is approved by the Mis- 
sion, can the Society afford to print it ? 


LETTER FROM DR. MACGOWAN, 


Accompanying the preceding accounts of 
the baptism of Dong from Mr. Knowlton, we 
have received from Dr. Macgowan a few noti- 
ces of the region of country, ar district of 
Kinghwa, from which the convert came. 


You will have heard of the baptism of 
Dong, an aged man of some note as a 
literary graduate, having attained the 
degree of Kui jin, or Master of Arts, and 
having served for a time as district chan- 
Hith- 


erto, scarcely one of the proud literati, 


cellor in the prefecture of HLuchau. 


even of the lowest degree, has confessed 
Ile first heard 
the gospel from his son, who was baptized 


Christ among Protestants. 


last year, and who was brought under in- 
struction by our assistant Chu Tehpiau. 
All three are literary men belonging to 
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the prefecture of Kinghwa. They repre- 
sent the people of that inland district as 
less under the influence of Buddhism, and 
far more truthful and simple, than the peo- 
ple of Ningpo; and, also, as comparative- 
ly free from prejudice against foreigners. 
Such, indeed, is the character they gener- 
ally bear. Hence the mission regards that 
ield as one of great promise, and as hav- 
] 
ing peculiar claims upon us; and one of 
the 
our financial embarrassments has been our 


most painful circumstances attending 


inability to extend our labors on one side 
to Chusan and on the other to Kinghwa. 
Believing that we shall not be long restrict- 
ed to this part, the “Five Points” or 
“ Wapping,” of our province, I send you 
a few paragraphs on 


Kinghwagghe Rogion of “‘ Golden Flowers.” 


The chief city of Kinghwa, and from 
which the prefecture derives its name, is in 
29° 10/ N. Lat. and 119° 50! 37! EF. 
of Greenwich. The prefecture is about 
130 miles long and 100 broad, occupying 
the central portion of the valley of the 
Tsientang. That river, taking its rise in 
the mountains on the Fuhkien boundary, 
pursues a north-east course through the 
middle of the province, disemboguing at 
the sea near the mouth of the Yangtsz, 
draining seven of the eleven prefectures 
Kuchau, 
Kinghwa, Shawhing, Yenchau, Hangehau, 
and Kiahing. 


of Chihkiang, viz., Chuchan, 


On the west, the valley is 
bounded by mountains which separate this 
province from Kiangsi; its eastern water- 
shed is a chain of mountains running par- 
allel with the coast. On the region situ- 
ated between the latter and the sea, are 
the prefectures of Wanchau, Taichau and 
Ningpo. 

Little is known of the geological char- 
acter of the valley. The basis of the 
mountains are igneous rocks, a coarse 
granite everywhere forming the summits, 
frequently pierced by trachyte and in 
contact with schistose or porphyritic rocks 
on which rest sandstone and limestone. 

The alluvial plain is well cultivated, and 
supports a dense population devoted to 
agriculture. The staple products are rice, 
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wheat, sugar, coal and tobacco. Soy and 
rice-wine are largely produced. Kinghwa 
hams are celebrated throughout the em- 
pire. 

The prefecture is divided into eight dis- 
tricts, Kinghwa, Lanki, Tung-yang, T-wu, 
Yung-kang, Wu-i, Pu-kiang, and Tang-ki, 
each having for its capital a city of the 
Some estimate of its popula- 
A million and a, 
quarter is an approximative guess. In 
the apportionment of literary graduates 
of the lowest degree, the number assigned 
Ningpo is entitled to 


same name. 
tion will be expected. 


to Kinghwa is 179. 


Religious Notions —The Great Emperor Hu. 


Buddhism, as already stated, has no 
strong hold on the inhabitants. While at 
Ningpo nearly all the adherents of that 
superstition are females, the women of 
Kinghwa are very seldom seen in a temple. 
As for the men, they merely make it a 
point once a year to worship Hd-Tseh or, 
as he is styled, the Great Emperor Ha; 
concerning whom there is the following 
biographical note in the “ Topography of 
the Prefecture,” a work in eight brochure- 
like volumes. 

His name was HG Tseh. He lived in 
the latter part of the tenth century of our 
era, and was the first individual of that 
part of Chinggto attain the distinction of 
LL.D. Having acquitted himself with 
credit in suppressing an insurrection, he 
was favored with an interview with the 
emperor, who was so pleased with his con- 
versation that he ordered his name to be 
enrolled in the list of available candidates 
for promotion. He was soon sent to repair 
breaches in the dykes of the Yellow River, 
where he commenced operations by order- 
ing back to their homes one hundred thou- 
sand laborers; performing the work with 
a comparatively small number of men. 
Next, he held the office of district magis- 
trate in a part of the country which was 
infested with tigers. To rid the place of 
these dangers, he commenced a seven days” 
fasting and ablutions, accompanied with 
daily prayers to the tutelary god in the 
city temple. On the second day, the car- 
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Hh cass of a tiger was found lying in the tem- 
ple as he entered. Ilis next promotion 
was to be tea-inspector. From that office 
he was obliged to retire, to fulfil the usual 
period of mourning for the death of his 
mother, (three years, or, rather, parts of 
three years.) 
treasurer of the province of Kiangnan. 
He there discovered some money of 
*which the government had been defrauded. 
The subordinates all trembled for their 
lives. “Fear not,” says he, “if Ihave a 
regard for property, much more have I for 
life.” 


to the emperor as something in excess, 


Accordingly, he reported the sum 


(The model statesmen and moralists of 
China,— and superior men they were on 
the whole, —both talk downright falsehood, 
and without shame or compunction ; and 
this god only performed, it is believed, a 
meritorious act in falsifying the accounts.) 


In his next office he showed his clemen: . 


Next we find him degraded in consequence 


of a false charge. Soon after this, he is 


: reported as in office in Fuhkien, whence 


he memorialized for the abatement of a 
tax. 
HH ister of state, in the Board of Works, th 
i Board of Punishments and the Board of 
War, successively. On retiring from pub- 


Subsequently he served, as a min- 


lic life, he procured the a of the 


q poll tax for his native regi of country. 
bi! In office he never consulted his own ad- 
i vantage, nor did he have any regard for 
Ht persons in the administration of justice. 
‘iit There is no reason to doubt the justness 
hi! of this panegyric. In the midst of the 
Mh most glaring venality and corruption, there 
| are found upright and benevolent officers ; 
aa but so rare are they, that, as in this case, 
Hi they are deified by the grateful people. 

i The White Sand Emperor. 

a Another distinguished benefactor of that 


part of the province divides honors with 
Hu. He is called White Sand Empe- 


HT ror, or god; and is so ancient that his 
ii! history is unknown. He is supposed to 
Bh | guard the country from freshets, and seems 
| _ to have been useful in opening channels 
\} and giving direction to watercourses. 


His next office was that of 


Ningpo Mission. — Letter from Dr. Macgowan. 


[January, 


It is not ai unimportant part of a mis- 
sionary’s duty to make himself acquainted 
with the superstitions of the people among 
whom he labors. Ile cannot proceed in- 
telligibly in eradicating them, until he un- 
derstands their ramifications and relations. 
It is an uninteresting study; and must 
prove dull reading even when cursorily 
treated, 

From the slight hold which Buddhism 
has on the feelings of the people of King- 
hwa, we may look forward to the time when 
that field, the ground of which has been 
already broken, from which fruits have 
been gathered ere it was entered, shall re- 
ceive the gospel willingly or even gladly. 
The importance of being able to cultivate 


} 


Chusan and Kinghwa is less, however, than 


that of Hangchau, the capital of the pro- 
vinee, the centre of Chinese Bali and 


intelligence, and it may be added, the 


It is 


city of the empire in almost every r peet, 


stronghold of religion. the vreatest 


innot 
Until 


must not be 


and so beautifully situated that it ¢ 
but be salubrjous, eminently so. 

these points are occupied, it 
thought that more than a slight commence- 
went has been made in missionary opera- 


tions for this province. 
Hongkong as a Mission Station. 


Expressions have escaped from my pen 
which are considered disparaging to the 
IHlonekong Mission. 


wobably, to some partial mention of my 
| 


This has been owing, 
views. I may, therefore, here be allowed 
to state 3 

Regarded from one standpoint, the col- 
ony of Hongkong is the last place in the 
world in which a practical man would 
It is 
not China, nor a part of it, but a corrod- 


expect to find an American mission. 


ing ulcer, containing the concentrated 
moral poison of the worst portion of China. 
Few, very few, respectable Chinamen are 
to be found in that mongrel population. 
The cost of living is great, and it is the 
Re- 


garded, however, from a higher point 


most insalubrious port on the coast. 


of view, that mission assumes an import- 


ance which justifies a large expenditure 
of life and money. 


While our brethren 
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there have been permitted to enjoy more 
than average success in their labors, it is 
not for what has been, or ever can be, ac- 
complished in that out-of-the-way place, 
that it should be retained among our 
missions. Its utility is indirect and pros- 
pective. 

The full result of missionary labor 
among the Chinese of Bangkok and Ilong- 
kong will not be appreciated, until that 
part of China to which the men belong 
who compose the churches at those stations, 
is thrown open to pre achers of the gospel. 
When missionary families are allowed to 
reside at the port of Swatau, and have 
free access to the cities of the department 
of Chauchau, then will commence the 
evangelization of the southern Chinese, to 
which all that has been effected at Bang- 
kok and Hongkong, is only preparatory. 
So far as commerce is concerned, that 
part of ¢ hina has been already open- 
ed. The result of the present war will 
make Swatau a consular port, when it will 
be as free for missionary enterprise as 
Ningpo. Unmarried missionaries already 
reside there. Every increment of eflort 
bestowed on those distant and foreign 
stations (Bangkok and Hongkong), atter 
the proper field has become accessible, will 
be like a mechanical contrivance in which 
both power and time are needlessly sacri- 
ficed. A man who wished to reform the 
California miners and should commence 
by hiring a cellar at the Five Points, or 
one who should wish to make an impres- 
sion on London shopkeepers, by preaching 
in a remote English penal colony, might 
do something to further the end in view; 


but hardly less circuitously than one who 


thinks of evangelizing the millions of 


Chauchau by preaching to the adventur- 
ers who quit their home for English or 
Siamese soil. If under such great diffi- 
. culties two precious churches have been 
gathered, what may we not hope for when 
those people are taught in their own homes, 
when the women and children, the farmer, 
and all the steadier classes, are made ac- 
quainted with the gospel. Those churches 


afford native preachers, by whose agency 


all who use their peculiar dialect may be 
made acquainted with divine truth. 

Thus, one may truthfully speak of those 
missions in either regard, as of great value 
or otherwise. 


ASSAM. 
LETTER FROM MR. WHITING. 


It gives us great satisfaction to lay before 
our readers the following communication from 
Mr. Whiting, in so far as it announces his con- 
tinued preservation and the prospect of his 
early 


Return to Sibsagor. 


Sisi Mukh, September 21, 1857. —I 
wrote you last month that we had been 
advised by the magistrate, Capt. Iolreyd, 


to absent ourselves for a few weeks. from 


Sibsagor; and that, in accordance with 
his advice, we intended to take a tour to 
the North Bank. We have now been 
absent four weeks, and have coursed up 
and down the smaller channels of the 
Bralimaputra. The change has been very 
beneficial to us both, and we have thus 
been able to get through the greater 
part of the hottest month in the year 
without feeling the heat oppressive. We 
purpose to return to the station the last of 
next week, unless we hear unfavorable 
news. Since we left, we have heard every 
few days from Sibsagor. Every thing 
goes on as usual at the station. “The 
natives there have been in considerable 
excitement, though they could hardly tell 
the reason why. Some said the Nagas 
were coming; some, the Sipahis were 
about to take the country; some that 
guru, or white soldiers, were at hand; of 
the latter they seem to have had most 
awful ideas. The last night of the Mo- 
hurrum, the excitement was at its height. 
Capt. Ilolroyd had Sipahi guards posted 
in various parts of the station, and the 
natives buried most of their brass dishes 
and other property, and prepared little 
bundles of rice for a flight into the jungle. 
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Arrest of the Assamese Rajah. 


On the 10th or 11th Capt. Holroyd, in 
connection with an. officer from Dibrugor 
and a few Sipahis, passed down the river 
to Jorhat-ghat, entered that city by night, 


seized the young rajah, and sent him off 


as a state prisoner, for treasonable cor- 
He ar- 


rested at the same time three Bengalis 


respondence &c., to Gowahati. 


and an Assamese brahmin, whom he took 
into Sibsagor, where they are now pris- 
oners. 
head of the conspiracy in Assam, and that 
all will now quiet down. 


We hope this has broken the 


Mr. Whiting adverts to the state of India, 
and gives expression briefly to reflections 
induced by it. 


From “ The Friend of India,” you will 
see that the whole of Bengal and the 
North West Provinces are in a state of 
rebellion. What awful cruelties and mur- 
ders have been perpetrated! Some of the 
American Presbyterian missionaries, as 
well as English missionaries and chap- 
lains, have fallen. Who will say hereafter, 


| Here 


No, let us have 


* Civilization before Christianity 
is the woful mistake. 
Christianity —the new heart —the new 
birth — first ; 
come without unnatural stimulants. 


and then civilization will 
Let 
the government honor God, as a Christian 
people ought to; let them introduce the 
Bible into their schools, and let them say, 
‘We are Christians; 
be Christians, but we will be free to honor 
God as our Bible teaches us.’ 


we compel none to 


Hlow far 
otherwise has the government acted! And 
what have they reaped? The whirlwind! 

What is the prospect for the coming 
year as to food? Surely, what can we 
expect but famine? And if’ famine, then 
disease. 
a considerable extent. 


Even now, sickness prevails to 
In our part of 
Assam, the small amount of rain and a 
disease in the feet of cattle have prevented 
many people from planting as usual. In 
Bengal and the North West Provinces, 
who could plant? I need not say that I 
anticipate a year of great suffering. Every 


thing already is very high. The prices in 


Assam. — Letter from Mr. Bronson. 


[January, 


America affect us in Assam. 
now sent from Caleutta to America. 


Sugar is 
This 
or some other cause has doubled the price 
of sugar. Oil has trebled since we came 
to the province. 


In closing his letter, Mr. W. speaks of the 
. procéedings of the meetings at home"; but 
“missionary discussions dwindle into mere 


atoms,’’ so momentous are the transactions 


nearer by. He also expresses some apprehen- 
sion lest the mission has “not the sympathy 
of American churches,”’ and adds: —“ But I 
cannot allow myself to dwe!l on this point ; 
for thoughts from the depth of the soul well 
up and crowd themselves upon paper, and 
produce a reflex interest on my own heart 
and feelings, which perhaps is not profitable. 
‘Was I called to Assam? Is that call less, 
now that I have the language sufficiently to 
preach, and translate the Word of God’? — 
Such questions are every day crowding up 
before my mind’s eye ; 
effect.” 


and they produce an 


LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON, 


We publish freely from this and other like 
narratives of our brethren, assured that in 
doing so we consult the sympathies of very 
many of our readers. 


Departure from Nowgong — State of the 
Country. 

Gowahati, Sept. 30, 1857. —I sit down 
to pen a few lines under circumstances of 
great sadness. Our healths had failed us, 
and after long and patient waiting for 
fellow helpers we had been driven to the 
painful task of leaving our little band at 
Just 
about this time, or soon afier, we began 


Nowgong for a season, to recruit. 


to see unmistakable signs of an unsettled 
In the 
very midst of our preparations for leaving, 


state of things in the country. 


letters came into our hands, warning us 
to be on the alert, as a plot had been dis- 
covered in Assam to murder all the Euro- 
peans, on a certain day not far distant, 
and replace the Assamese king on the 
throne. The native soldiers, of course, 
were to act a principal part in doing this; 
and they were in receipt of letters from 
mutinous officers in and about Delhi and 
other parts of Hindostan. 
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A general feeling of insecurity is spread 
all over the country. All feel that it is 
emphatically true now, that we know not 
what “a day or an hour may bring forth.” 

It would be utterly impossible for me to 
tell you the horrors of this mutiny, or the 
“refinement of cruelty” practised upon 
all, even unoffending and helpless women 
and children, that fell into the hands of 
the merciless savages. And what is most 
painful, the Government have put forth 
their utmost strength, but have not been 
able to stay the mutiny. 

Since our coming to Gowahati, the ex- 
king of Assam has been seized and car- 
ried down the river to Calcutta, where he 
will probably be retained prisoner; and 
an armed steamer with one hundred and 
twenty sailors has passed up to Upper 
Assam for the purpose of holding in check 
mutinous spirits there. Sailors and ma- 
rines are sent, as Government are hard 
pressed for troops. 

The mutiny extends through the entire 
native Bengal army, and has burst forth 
Vast sums of money from 
public treasuries have been plundered, 
and very many British officers with their 
wives and children butchered. No mas- 
sacre I ever read of, on any page of his-* 


every where. 


tory, exceeds what has been witnessed in 
this country within the last four months. 
And what the end will be, God only 
knows. My strong feeling is, that God has 
permitted it for a wise purpose. Though 
so horrible now, the end will be to put 
down caste, and prepare the way for the 
cause of truth to move onward with less 
difficulty. 

We are spending a few days with br. 
and sr. Danforth. They are also in indif- 
ferent health, particularly Mrs. Danforth. 
I am trying to get to Caleutta ; but many 
tell me the rivers are unsafe, unless sev- 
eral go in company. I have some hope 
that I shall be able to go as far as Dacca 
at least, on a steamer, soon; from which 
place we shall venture in a native boat 
through the Sunderbunds, unless the mu- 
tineers from the Ganges block up the 
passage. Calcutta, too, is filled with pan- 
ics. Our only trust is in God. 
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Burmah.— Letter from Mr. Haswell. 
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If we are spared to reach Calcutta, I 
shall lose no time in taking passage di- 
rectly home; where I hope I shall be 
allowed to remain quiet until we find 
health and strength restored. In the 
mean time, I earnestly plead for help 
to be sent at once to Nowgong. I have 
a hope that the native disciples there will 
hold out until help arrives. 

Ps. I find br. Danforth in a soldier’s 
garb, drilling morning and evening, re- 
solved to defend his family and the mis- 
sion property to the last, if called to do so. 
All the residents unite in a volunteer corps. 


BURMAH. 
LETTER FROM MR. HASWELL, 
Mr. Haswell writes from Maulmain Aug.31,— 


The rains of the present season have 
been unusually heavy, so much so as to 
interfere very much with out-door preach- 
ing. Yet I have been able to preach 
several times every week, except during 
three or four weeks when I was suffering 
from a severe cold. The assistants have 
been faithful in their labors, and the na- 
tive pastor continues to do well. 


Baptisms at Maulmain. 


‘Two men were baptized by the pastor 
on the 16th inst. One of them, a young 
man, is son of Ko Zoothee, one of our 
native preachers. He expresses a strong 
desire to gain a knowledge of the serip- 
tures, that he may preach the gospel. 
We hope God may call him to that work. 
Hlis name is Yakok. The other is a mid- 
dle-aged man, a doctor by profession. He 
has been a iesident of Maulmain about 
two years, is considered learned in the 
Boodhist scriptures, and advocates the 
gospel with a good degree of eloquence 
and zeal. May the Lord make him a 
chosen vessel to bear his name to his 
countrymen. He resides in Dinwonquen, 
and his conversion has very much encour- 
aged Ko Boke and the school teacher,. 
who reside in that part of the town. His. 
name is Moung Ya. His wife, who is a 
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Shwaygyeen woman, is favorably inclined ; 
but whether she will be able to face the 
storm of reproach and ridicule that is 
raging against her husband is doubtful. 
There are two or three other hopeful 
cases; but the mass of the people are as 
unmoved as ever, and the increase of 
drunkenness and the use of opium renders 
their case more and more hopeless. 

I had the pleasure, a few weeks ago, to 
baptize Mrs. Judson Pascal in the English 
chapel. We should be greatly rejoiced if 
there were a pastor available for that 
church; but as there is not, we must do 
what we can for them. I usually preach 
in English every Sabbath evening. 

Mr. Haswell makes an earnest appeal in this 
letter for means to rebuild the Maulmain Bur- 
mese chapel, which has become greatly dilap- 
idated. It was thought that the work could be 
accomplished with an appropriation of $500 in 
addition to what might be obtained from local 
contributions. The letter closes with a brief 
tribute to the worth of the departed Whitaker, 
and with the prayer, never more seasonable, 
that the Lord will “stir up the minds of his 
people to renewed zeal in his service, and 
speedily send forth more laborers into this 
part of the harvest.’’ 


LETTER FROM MR. STEVENS. 


Our last advices from Rangoon are of Sept. 


MISCE 
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17, at which date Mr. Stevens writes as fol- 


lows :— 

All is going on quietly with us, and the 
health of the Mission is good. There is 
one woman asking for baptism, who will 
probably be ere long admitted to the ordi- * 
nance. Some of the baptized are not 1s 
doing well; but we watch and pray for a 
them still, remembering the words of Paul, a 
“As a nurse cherisheth her children, so 
have we been among you.” I am not dis- 
couraged for the Burmans. They mani- 
fest no more opposition than is natural to 
the human heart, considering the cireum- 
Stances in which they have been brought 
I am willing to labor patiently for 
them, but feel that more prayer is needed 
in their behalf, that the word they hear 
may prove effectual to their conversion 
and salvation. 


up. 


The rains are just about closing, and I 
should anticipate with peculiar pleasure 
the opening dry season, as the period for 
itinerating among the villages; but the 
prospect is not a little marred by the 
necessity laid upon me to be so much 


occupied with the details of building. If s 
we had money enough to be able to do all . 


the work at once, it would be a great 
saving of my time. I do earnestly long 
to be able to give myself wholly to my 
appropriate work, 


LLANY. 


THOUGHTS ON THE GOVERNMENT 
OF INDIA. 


No thoughtful person can have paid 


any attention to the discussion which has 
been going on for some weeks in the pub- 
lic journals, as to the causes of the sepoy 
mutiny, without observing how deep and 
prevalent is the conviction that there 
must be an entire change in the policy of 
the Indian Government. At first there 
was the old cry that the mutiny was the 
result of missionary labor; and there are 


a few persons, formerly connected with 
India, who, to use Mr. Marshman’s words, 
have forgotten nothing and remembered 


nothing, who still persist in reiterating 
that ery. 
the various political parties almost univer- ‘Sg 


But the press and the chiefs of 


sally scout that idea; while, in India, the 
most intelligent and influential Hindus 
not only denounce the notion as absurd, 
‘but they bear honorable testimony to the 
disinterestedness, purity, benevolence, and 
zeal of Christian missionaries. At a meet- 
ing of the British Indian Association, held 
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in Calcutta, on the 25th July last, Baboo 
Duckinarunjun Mookerjee, a gentleman, 
as we understand, of high standing and 
intelligence, made a speech, from which 
we select the following extracts: — “ If, 
owing to 900 years of Mohammedan ty- 
ranny and misrule, this great nation has 
sunk in sloth and lethargy, it has, thank 
God, not lost its reason, and is able to 
make a difference between the followers 
of a religion which inculcates the doctrine 
that it should be propagated by the sword, 
and that which offers compulsion to none, 
but simply invites inquiry. However we 
may differ from the Christian missionaries 
in religion, I speak the minds of this 
society, and generally of those of the 
people, when I say that, as regards their 
learning, purity of morals, and disinter- 
estedness of intention to promote our weal, 
no doubt. is entertained throughout the 
land, nay, they are held by us in the 
highest esteem. European history does 
not bear on its records the mention of a 
class of men who suffered so many sacri- 
fices in the cause of humanity and educa- 
tion as the Christian missionaries in India ; 
and though the native community differ 
with them in the opinion that Hindustan 
will one day be included in Christendom 
— for the worship of Almighty God in his 
unity, as laid down in the Holy Vedas, is 
and has been our religion for thousands of 
years, and is enough to satisfy all our 
spiritual wants— yet we cannot forbear 
doing justice to the venerable ministers of 
a religion who, I do here most solemnly 
asseverate, in piety and righteousness 
alone are fit to be classed with the rishees 
and holy sages of antiquity, and who 
derived their support and those of their 
charitable boarding-schools from voluntary 
subscriptions, and consecrated their lives 
to the cause of God and khowledge.” The 
value of such a testimony cannot well be 
overrated, and it sets at rest the question 
whether or no the people ,of India are 
personally hostile to missionaries, and that 
this mutiny is, in any degree, connected 
with their labors. We apprehend, there- 
fore, that the directors of the various mis- 
sionary societies will not, in carrying on 
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their operations, have to encounter fresh 
difficulties arising from the actual hostility 
of the Government. Thus one ground for 
the deep anxiety which was naturally felt 
when the tidings of the mutiny reached 
this country, and the insane cry was 
raised that the missionaries had done it 
all, is now happily swept away. 

It is equally obvious from this discus- 
sion, that the “ traditionary policy” of the 
Government has utterly failed to secure 
the affections and confidence of the peo- 
ple, and must be relinquished. This pol- 
icy of fostering caste, treating the abomi- 
nations of idolatry with respect, showing 
favor to the bigotry of Mohammedanism, 
and tolerating the foul obscenities of the 
Hindu temples, has been perfected, so to 
speak, in the organization of the sepoy 
army. We need only point to the wide- 
spread revolt of this very army, and the 
unparalleled - atrocities which have at- - 
tended its progress, for proof of its igno- 
minious failure. 

The main feature of that policy has not 
been neutrality, as its advocates maintain, 
but a practical denial of Christianity. 
Colonel Sykes, late Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, has boldly asserted 
that the policy is simply one of neutrality ; 
with what success the following facts, ad- 
duced by Mr. J. L. Thomas, late a mem- 
ber of the Council of Madras, will show — 
facts occurring within the period of his 
official life in India. Some of them are 
as follow:— The expulsion, under the 
immediate orders of the Governor-Gen- 
eral, from the Bengal army of one of its 
non-commissioned officers, a brahmin, and 
an excellent soldier, on the sole ground 
that he had sought Christian baptism ; the 
salutes fired, sometimes on a Sunday, in 
honor of idolatrous and Mohammedan 
festivals; the presentation of offerings, in 
the name of Government, to idols; grants 
from the public treasury, in seasons of 
famine and drought, for idolatrous rites 
to propitiate Hindu deities for rain; and 
the system of the support and supervision 
of Hindu temples and their affairs, now, 
for the most part, practically abolished, 
but which has still the force of law, the 
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legislative enactments enjoining it being 
still unrepealed. 

Besides these illustrations of the neutral 
character of the “traditional policy,” we 
learn that the present orders of Govern- 
ment positively prohibit the reading of the 
Scriptures by Hindu and Mohammedan 
boys in every Government place of educa- 
tion throughout India, even when such 
reading is optional with, and consented to 
by the youths and their parents. Surely 
such doings can be regarded by the native 
population as nothing less than a practical 
repudiation of the Christian faith on the 
part of the Government. Not very long 
since the Court of Directors sent out 
orders to the Indian Government to pro- 
claim to every native of India that they 
would proscribe any one of their Christian 
servants who should afford pecuniary aid 
or countenance to missions, or to any sim- 
ilar efforts to enlighten the people. These 
orders were not enforced, though the 
Chairman of the Court intimated that they 
were intended to support “the policy so 
long observed by our Government.” But 
why were they not enforced? Because 
Christian men in India, to their honor be 
it spoken, refused to obey them. On 
their receipt, Mr. Frederick Millet, a 
member of the Supreme Council, drew 
up a minute respecting them, and then 
placed his seat at the disposal of the 


‘directors, who, doubtless feeling that the 


matter was assuming a serious aspect, did 
not accept it, and refrained from pushing 
these disreputable orders to the extreme. 
With such illustrations of the “ traditional 
policy” before them, no wonder that the 
leaders of public opinion universally con- 
demn it. From all sides the cry ascends, 
blot it out; and let another, more in har- 
mony with our institutions and character, 
take its place. 

The question naturally arises, What is 
that policy to be? In such a crisis, when 
feelings of horror and indignation are so 
strongly excited by the savage barbarities 
which the mutineers have perpetrated on 
honorable women and defenceless chil- 
dren, there is great danger of going to the 
opposite extreme. This is to be carefully 
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guarded against. We must take care 
that our sense of justice is not lost in the 
desire for vengeance; else the remedy 
may be worse than the disease. But 
when we are told that due regard must be 
had to the “religious prejudices” of the 
Indian peoples, we are persuaded that 
other questions will come up too, such as, 
what is religion? and what is to be in- 
cluded in the catalogue of religious preju- 
We are certain that much confu- 
sion of thought exists on this subject, even 


dices ? 
in this country. The spirit of liberalism, 
springing up with a rebound when the 
pressure of ages of intolerance was re- 
Of lato 
years the notion that every practice called 


moved, has rushed into extremes. 


a “religious prejudice” must be treated 
with tenderness and respect, has been 
pushed to a ridiculous extent, and crimes 
have been tolerated instead of punished. 
For two thousand years it was a “ reli- 
gious prejudice” in India to burn living 
widows on the funeral pile of their dead 
husbands; and once a year to strangle 
and drown infants at the Isle of Saugor. 
It is within the memory of most now liv- 
ing that the idea of treating these doings 
as “ religious prejudices” was abandoned, 
and they were condemned as acts of mur- 
der. And we must deal with many more 
“religious prejudices” in the same fash- 
ion; and by force of law raze those tem- 
ples to the ground whose walls are covered 
with filthy and obscene pictures, and whose 
festivals are one continued scene of loath- 
It will be one 
happy result of this great calamity, that 


some profligacy and vice. 


not only in India, but here at home, some 
clearer light will be thrown on this ques- 
tion of “ religious prejudices ;” and much 
foolish sentimentalism, which has had a 
wide and dangerous influence, swept 
away ! 

The conviction that Divine Providence 
has suffered India to fall into British hands 
with the ultimate view of bringing it under 
the sway of Christianity, is taking root in 
the public mind; and our neglect of duty 
on this momentous subject is freely con- 
fessed, and we doubt not, truly felt. The 
Government has been conducted, for the 
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most part, in a spirit purely commercial, 
as if its sole end were the amassing of 
wealth. The higher end has been lost 
sight of and forgotten, and the House of 
Commons and the British people have, 
by their indifference, sanctioned this neg- 
lect. It would seem that some such a 
calamity as this mutiny, with all its hor- 
rors, was needed to rouse the nation from 
its criminal apathy. 

Unquestionably the future policy of the 
Indian Government should be tolerant of 
the religious rites of the people, provided 
they are not openly gross and obscene. 
Such rites are, however, public nuisances, 
But this policy 
should be based on the morality and jus- 
tice of Christianity, and have for its object 
the social progress and civilization of the 
people. While, on the one hand, all 
unnecessary interference with the reli- 


and must be suppressed. 


gious practices of the people should be 
studiously avoided, on the other, there 
must be no hesitation to interfere where 
the welfare of the people, good govern- 
ment, and public peace, require such inter- 
ference. The great principles of the 
Christian faith should be the basis of the 
political system—the laws should be 


framed in accordance with their spirit — 
and they should be the standard of right 


The men into whose hands 
the administration of public affairs in India 
is placed, should regulate and guide it by 


and wrong. 


the motives which these principles supply. 
Doing their own proper work, dispensing 
justice, and protecting the community, 
and leaving all spiritual agency to the 
care of spiritually minded men, they ought 
not to be deterred from doing justice by 
any “religious prejudices” whatever. All 
tyranny, cruelty, and immorality, should 
be punished as such. They may spring 
from passion or from creeds. No matter. 
Deal with them as criminal acts. Perse- 
cution must not be permitted, nor aban- 
donment of duty winked at, though the 
authority of the Koran, or the Vedas, be 
pleaded in justification thereof. Let no 
man suffer in life, property, or freedom, 
because of his religion; still less should a 
native suffer if he become a Christian. 
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Caste must no longer be allowed as an 
excuse for not doing what the public ser- 
vice requires. Let this be known as a 
condition of employment. No native can 
plead that he is treated unjustly, if you 
tell him this beforehand. In this way you 
neither prohibit nor sanction it. Some 
cruel rites have been put down. Do the 
same with those that remain of brutality, 
obscenity, immolation, torture, murder; 
and punish their abettors, even though 
they tell you they are sacred things, and 
are a part and parcel of their religion. 
This is but justice; and on no pretence, 
though urged by the high priests of Mé 
hammedanism or Hinduism, should its 
sanctions be set aside. While we do not 
require the expulsion of the Koran or the 
Vedas from the public schools, we insist 
on the permission to use the Word of God 
in them. That has hitherto been shut out. 
We say, let it come in. We ask no favor, 
no patronage, no pay. But we also say, 
that the Government must not favor, 
patronize, and support Mohammedan su- 
perstition or Hindu idolatries. To use 
the homely adage, we insist on “a free 
stage and no favor.” 

Moreover, we think that the material 
improvement of the country, the develop- 
ment of its vast resources, the opening up 
of a wider and more general communica- 
tion between its various provinces, the 
introduction of modern inventions, the 
cultivation of science and art, should 
henceforth have the special regard of the 
Indian Government. Here is free, open 
ground, and it may be traversed without 
fear of trespassing on the rights of con- 
science. It would be madness to think of 
retracing our steps now. If India is to be 
held, and held for any good purpose, we 
must advance. A truly English policy, 
worthy of our honor, courage, and Chris- 
tianity, will alone command the respect of 
the natives. Let past neglect, injustice, 
and wrong, be frankly acknowledged, and 
the best proof which can be given of the 
sincerity of our regret at once supplied — 
the pursuance of a totally opposite course. 
These disasters, when looked at in the 
Christian light, we have deserved from 
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the God of the nation, but we have not 
merited them from the people themselves ; 
they have been governed more justly, and 
have enjoyed more freedom and security 
under English rule, than they ever knew 
under their native princes. Improve- 
ments have been brought into their coun- 
try which no other Asiatic race have ever 
enjoyed. Yet we do not wonder at the 
chastisement we have received. We are 
now, in part, suffering the natural result 
of the profligacy of the governors, officers, 
and troops of a former age. 

The Christian people of England must 
then arise. 
placed vast responsibilities; let them be 
true to their position and duty. They 
can, under God, make the Parliament 
and Government feel their influence ; and 
in the calamities which have fallen on a 
Government hitherto carefully ignoring 
Christianity, they must see this truth, that 
to insure the Divine protection and bless- 
ing they must obey His command, to 
preach the gospel to the peoples com- 
mitted to their care. Instead of relaxing 
our efforts, they should be redoubled. 
These calamities would have been vastly 
more serious if Christian missions had not, 
in some measure, done their work in India. 
Let the church of God determine to flood 
the land with an augmented spiritual 
agency. If we would avert the recur- 
rence of these dreadful scenes, we must 
do this. Nothing but the prevalence of 
Christian truth among the nations of India 
can give stability to our rule, or peace to 
the people. 
extended, the wrongs and oppression of 
past misrule will be removed. We would 
not despise the power and aid of Govern- 
ment. Government is an ordinance of 
God; but we place far greater reliance on 
Christianity. Ye rich men, lay these 
things to heart! Give far more liberally 
than ye have yet done, and give in faith 
and prayer. And, ye poor, despise not 
your own lesser gifts! And you who 
have neither silver nor gold, but who are 
rich in knowledge and faith, pour out be- 
fore the Mercy-seat that prayer which 


hath power with God; and you will find 


In their hands are now 


As its divine influence is 


that you are not the least potent among 
the hosts which He summons to this great 
contest. Its issue we know — The idols 
shall be utterly abolished!— Eng. Bap. 
Missionary Herald. 


THE BRAHMIN CASTE. 


In the Magazine for October, in an ar- 
ticle on The revolt in India, we quoted at 
some length from a letter of Judge Wylie, 
of Caleutta, in which reference was made 
to the distinctions of caste among the Hin- 
dus, and the extent to which the native 
The let- 
ter contains also an epitome of the nature 


troops, or sepoys, are brahmins. 


of these distinctions, especially as in hon- 
or of brahmins. 

“The Shastras, from the Veds down- 
wards, are replete with texts like these. 
(1 quote from an article in the Calcutta 
Review, by a learned author, who gives 
the original Sanserit) :— 

‘ The Brahmins are our superiors. 

‘The Brahmins alone existed in the 
beginning. 

‘I have created the four castes accord- 
ing to their gratifications and acts. 

‘There sprang from Brahma’s mouth 
beings endowed with the quality of good- 
ness; others from his breast, pervaded by 
the quality of foulness; others from his 
thighs, in whom foulness and darkness 
prevailed; and others from his feet, in 
whom the quality of darkness predomin- 
ated. These were, in succession, beings 
of the several castes, — Brahmins, Khe- 
triyas, Vaisyas, and Sudras. 

‘The Brahmins are my mouth, the Khe- 
triyas my arms, the Vaisyas my thighs, 
and the Sudras my feet. Their powers 
decrease in gradation. 

‘Since the Brahmin sprang from the 
most excellent parts, since he was first 
bern, and since he possesses the Veda, 
he is by right the chief of this whole 
creation. 

‘A Brahmin, whether learned or igno- 
rant, is a powerful divinity; even as fire 
isa powerful divinity, whether consecrated 
or popular, 
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« All Brahmins are excellent, and always 
to be honored without discrimination, 
whether they are learned or unlearned. 
These excellent Brahmins, who are guilty 
of such crimes as theft, are offenders 
against themselves, not others. 

‘He who does not immediately bow 
down when he sees his tutor or a Brah- 
min, or the image of a god, becomes a dog 
on the earth! 

‘Whosoever bears but a drop of water 
which has been in contact with a Brah- 
min’s foot, all sins in his body are imme- 
diately destroyed. Whosoever carries on 
his head the holy things touched by a 
Brahmin’s foot, verily, verily, I gny he is 
freed from all sins. 

‘Even wicked Brahmins are to be ven- 
erated, but not Sudras, though of subdued 
passions. ‘The cow that eats foul things, 
is better than the pig with good disposi- 
tions. 

‘A king, even though dying from want, 
must not receive any tax from a Brahmin 
learned in the Vedas. 

‘Never shall a king slay a Brahmin, 
though convicted of all possible crimes.’ 

“ These things illustrate the system. In 
its practical development, a man of low 
caste would scruple to tell the truth in 
giving evidence, if truth affected a Brah- 
min; and a Brahmin would scruple to al- 
Jow an inferior to read a sacred book. 
Indeed, by the Hindu law, such sacrilege 
would entail on a Sudra the punishment 
of exquisite tortures. 

“And, further, if the Governor-Gen- 
eral himself were to touch the eating or 
drinking vessels of a Hindu of caste, 
those vessels would be regarded as polluted. 
And probably the lower the man’s caste 
might be, and the more ignorant the man, 
the more scrupulous he would be.” 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 


Northern India. 


It is twenty years, since the Board of 
Foreign Missions held its first meeting in 
the city of Baltimore, and became fairly 
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organized. The executive officers were 
then appointed ; New York was designated 
as the seat of its operations, and other 
measures necessary to its success were 
planned and adopted. 

The transfer to the Board from the 
Presbyterian Missionary Society embraced, 
among others, four stations in Northern 
India, viz., Lodiana, Sabathu, Saharanpur 
and Allahabad. To these have since been 
added eleven others, an average increase 
of more than one every second year. 
These stations were formed at intermedi- 
ate points on the Ganges and Jumna, and 
farther to the north in the Punjab, and 
beyond the Indus. The distance between 
the lowest and the northernmost station is 
about 900 miles, and the surrounding 
country teems with a population of more 
than thirty millions of souls. 

Of the early laborers then in that field 
there remain on the ground, Rev. John 
Newton and Mrs. Newton, Rev. James R. 
Campbell and Mrs. Campbell. Including 
these and their associates, over ninety 
missionaries, male and female, have been 
sent out to India by our Board during 
these twenty years, of whom about one- 
half were ordained ministers. Some of 
these, after contending for a longer or 
shorter period with failing health, have 
been obliged to return home and find em- 
ployment in other, though less coveted, 
portions of our Lord’s vineyard. Some 
have found their graves upon the hot 
plains of their adopted soil, or among its 
mountain ranges. Some will hear the last 
trump from the ocean’s depths; and some 
have “gone under the altar where are the 
souls of them that were slain for the word 
of God, and for the testimony which they 
held.” 

Last May the number of our foreign 
missionaries in India was forty-seven. To 
this force my be added two ordained native 
ministers, two native licentiates, and up- 
wards of fifty other native assistants, some 
of whom are catechists under the care of 
Presbytery, and teaching with Presbyterial 
To keep the machinery of our 
operations in motion, with the force from 
time to time engaged, has cost the Board 


license. 
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in twenty years nearly $900,000. The 
average annual expense of these missions 
is $60,000, or nearly one-half the average 
receipts from the churches. 

Northern India, then, is the great mis- 
sionary field of the Presbyterian church. 
If a blow like that occasioned by the sepoy 
mutiny falls upon us, it affects us more 
vitally than if it came on any other por- 
tion of the heathen world. 

It is not possible at this time to measure 
the extent of pecuniary loss sustained by 
the Board in this mutiny. We know that 
six of our fifteen stations have been pil- 
laged and burned; viz., Lodiana, Agra, 
Mynpurie, Futtehgurh, Futtehpore, and 
Allahabad. At these there has been des- 
troyed a large amount of property. Pre- 
cise information as to the particulars of this 
loss has not yet in all cases been received ; 
but there is reason to believe that it em- 
braces nine churches, thirteen dwelling 
houses, three *high school buildings, two 
printing establishments, with four presses, 
type foundries, binderies, and depositories 
containing ten millions of pages of sacred 
truth and seven fonts of type, with the 
matrices of the alphabets of several lan- 
guages and dialects spoken in India; also 
the families belonging to these stations, 
have lost nearly all their private property. 

Would that the catalogue of distressing 
events ended here, without the additional 
record of bodily and mental sufferings. 
There have been alarms by day and by 
night — sudden flights to places of refuge 
—an abiding consciousness of danger from 
those professing the sincerest friendship. 
We cannot realize the mental torture that 
has been endured for many days together, 
and even for weeks; and then those sights 
of rapine and murder I need not detail. 
They have been common to the whole 
European community, and the civilized 
world has read them with utter amaze- 
ment. 

Our native Christians have largely 
shared in these trials. Some, we fear, 
have suffered martyrdom ; others have en- 
dured cruel tortures, and many are now 
scattered like sheep without a shepherd, 
and for these the missionaries feel a pain- 


ful solicitude. Alas! that our sympathies 
must yet be more deeply moved by the 
recital of events that have brought mourn- 
ing to our own home circles. There are 
witnesses for Jesus, with whose faces we 
have been familiar, who went as our rep- 
resentatives to that land of darkness and 
have sealed their testimony with their 
blood. 

Rev. John E. Freeman and wife, of the 
Presbytery of Elizabethtown, sailed’ for 
India nineteen years ago, and after ten 
years of missionary labor, Mrs. Freeman 
was called to her rest. Mr. Freeman 
visited his native land in 1850, and re- 
turned to India in the fall of 1852, having 
married Miss Elizabeth Vredenburgh, of 
Rev. David E. 
Campbell, of the Presbytery of Alleghany, 
and wife, sailed for India in the summer 
of 1850. Two children were with them 
at Futtehgurh, and a third child —a little 
boy —is now at Landour, a place of re- 
treat in the hills. Rey. Albert O. John- 
son and wife, also of the Presbytery of 
Alleghany, left this country in 1855, and 
Rey. Robert McMullin and wife, of the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, during the 
last year. These four brethren were sta- 
tioned at Futtehgurh, on the river Ganges, 
about 200 miles north of Allahabad. At 
this station was a church organization of 
fifty-nine communicants, of whom eight 


Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


were added last year; a new church 
building finished in the spring; an orphan 
asylum, the children of which were taught 
weaving and tent making; a Christian 
village which had grown out of this asy- 
lum, and schools of all grades numbering 
475 scholars, from the small children of 
the village to theological students. 
Happily and successfully these mission- 
aries were doing their work when this 
storm of mutiny burst upon them. They 
had cause for alarm from the very first, 
for there were no European troops at the 
place, and all around were rumors of fear- 
ful massacres. But their faith and trust 
in the merits of an Almighty Saviour 
failed not. Their lives were in his hands, 
and they were glad to leave them there. 
The safety of their native brethren and 
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of the Ark of God in the land, gave them 
as many anxious thoughts as their own. 
“What is to become of us and of the 
Lord’s work in this land,” writes Mr. Me- 
Mullin, “we cannot tell, but He reigneth, 
and in Him will we rejoice.” Again, 
“ We cannot but be anxious both for our- 
selves, the native brethren here, and God's 
work in this land.” “ Although we may 
be called upon to part with life for Christ 
and his cause,” writes Mrs. Johnson, “ may 
wa not glorify God more by our deaths 
than by our lives? Each day we look 
upon as our last upon earth; but Oh! 
how delightful are our seasons of prayer, 
together imploring the care and protection 
“We 
have no place to flee to for shelter,” writes 
Mrs. Freeman, “ but under the covert of 
Not 
but that he may suffer our bodies to be 
slain ; and if he does, we know that he has 
I sometimes think our 
deaths would do more good than we would 
do in all our lives; if so, his will be done. 
Should I be called to lay down my life, do 


of God, who alone can save us.” 


his wings; and there we are safe. 


wise reasons for it. 


not grieve, dear sister, that I came here, 
for most joyfully will I die for Him who 
What a pre- 
cious legacy is this dying testimony to sur- 
viving friends, and to the Church of God. 
Oh! methinks if we could have been of 


laid down his life for me.” 


that praying circle which nightly assem- 
bled, and where they had “ sweet precious 
times,” we would desire to be of no other 
circle when their emancipated spirits as- 
cended, it may be, from mutilated bodies. 
Of their actual death we have not 
heard. On the 2d of June they leave 
Futtehgurh, and, before reaching Cawn- 
pore, are the prisoners of Nena Sahib, the 
Prince of Bithoor. We know the cru- 
elty and perfidy practised by this monster 
a few days thereafter, when the garrison 
at Cawnpore surrendered; we know 
enough to interpret the meaning of that 
absence of all intelligence from the 2d of 
June to the latest dates from India. Alas! 
that we must surrender every reasona- 
ble hope of their safety. Freeman, and 
Campbell, and Johnson, and MeMullin, 
and their beloved companions, and the. 
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two little ones of Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, 
have found a martyr’s death ! 

Nena Sahib—and I need use no epi- 
thet to paint his character; that Maha- 
ratta name will hereafter be a word of 
significance which no English can express 
— Nena Sahib is an educated East India 
gentleman, a man of pleasing address and 
polished manners, the true type of Anglo- 
Indian civilization. He was trained in 
the schools and college established by the 
government, and had every advantage of 
cultivating such a mind and heart as it is 
their province to form. Here the Koran 
and Shasters are text-books, taught by 
professors of oriental literature. From 
these institutions every book that gives 
any favorable notice of Christianity is 
carefully excluded. The Bible is not per- 
mitted upon their library shelves, even as 
a curious compilation of wise or unwise 
sayings, of true or untrue history. By 
possibility, its wonder-working, softening 
influence might touch the tender Hindu 
or Mohammedan mind, and thus defeat 
the British policy of non-interference in 
matters of religion. Behold the product 
of that policy in Nena Sahib, the deceiver 
and murderer of scores of England's con- 
fidmg sons and daughters, the murderer of 
our beloved missionaries, their wives and 
little ones. 

But let us not indulge in unkind, accus- 
ing words in this sad hour. England will 
see her fault in this, as also in that other 
folly, the yielding to the absurd demands 
of caste. Oh! what a burden will the 
suppression of this superstition roll from 
the minds of those who are devising plans 
for the amelioration of the East. What 
shall we do with Hindu converts? has 
been the anxious inquiry, to which no 
answer has been returned. You may at 
first employ them about the mission prem- 
ises as servants, teachers, colporteurs, prin- 
ters, ke. You may, as was the case at 
Futtehgurh, form a Christian village 
where families may dwell apart, and give 
them employment in a tent making and 
weaving establishment; but the burden 
grows upon you, and the missionary is 
encumbered with secular duties requiring 
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business tact and habits, only consistent 
with his sacred calling from the absolute 
necessities of the case. But let this op- 
pressive incubus of caste be crushed out, 
and our Christian converts can go among 
their heathen neighbors, associate and 
labor with them, and thus secure their own 
independent support and a reforming in- 
fluence over the people * * * * * 


A Work of Faith. 


Most truly is the work of missions a 
work of faith. On every side of us there 
is nought but gloom and despondency. As 
our dear brother McMullin remarks, in 
one of his dying epistles: “This dark 
cloud may pass over us without harm, but 
it seems very dark just now.” A few 
days thereafter the clear light appeared 
to him. He soared above the storm, and 
read the meaning of these afflictive dis- 
pensations. But clouds and darkness are 
round about us. It is very dark just now. 
What hope is there of carrying on this 
great warfare with Satan in India, when 
no recruits come to fill up our failing 
ranks ? * * * * 

It is very dark just now in regard to the 
means necessary to carry on this mission- 
ary work. If the Son of Man were now 
to appear, would he find faith on the earth ? 
Not surely in the marts of commerce. 
The panic which is deranging every thing 
there, is simply a want of confidence in 
man and not in the material wealth of the 
country; for the granaries of thirty mil- 
lions of people were never fuller or richer 
than they are now. But man has no faith 
in man; and because of this, the whole 
mercantile community, as far as the elec- 
tric wires extend, simultaneously as it 
were, plunges into insolvency and bank- 
ruptcy. 

Is the Church to go down in this wreck ? 
Are her enterprises of benevolence to be 
stopped, because God in his wise provi- 
dence has taken off the chariot wheels of 
those who were rushing madly after 
wealth ? Then has God in these judg- 
ments spoken to his people and they heed 
it not. The cry of retrenchment is raised, 
and I fear the process will begin where it 
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ought toend. Oh! it is very dark just 
here. 

But why should we despond? How 
can panics affect a church unless its confi- 
dence is in man? We believe in God, 


and therefore should not fear. We will 
not intermit the prayer uttered before this 
day of revulsion. “Hold Thou me up, 
and I shall be sustained.” Our blessed 
Master, to whom belongeth the silver and 
the gold and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills, may not open the heart of the rich 
merchant of the city, or the no less wealthy 
farmer of the country, but he will appear 
to others and bless them with the precious 
grace of giving. There are those who 
pray for the enlargement of the borders of 
Zion. There are those who pray in fuith, 
“ Thy kingdom come ;” and in this prayer 
there is not only the uttered voice and the 
uplifted eyes, but also the extended hand. 

Thus will we trust God, and God's peo- 
ple, and go forward.— W. Rankin, Jr., in 
The Foreign Missionary. 


RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 


The Chinese State Religion. 

The State religion is simply a system of 
outward rites and ceremonies. It is not 
designed for adoption by the people gene- 
rally, who have no particular interest in 
it, and are not permitted to participate in 
some of its observances; but the strict 
and scrupulous observance of all its cere- 
monies is made imperatively binding upon 
all the officers of State. Some of these 
ceremonies, which are only performed by 
the emperor and the imperial class, are 
consequently confined to the capital ; oth- 
ers are required of officers generally, and 
are performed throughout the empire. 

The rites required of officers through- 
out the provinces, are, the worship of Con- 
fucius, the god of war, the god of letters, 
and the gods of the Ch’ing-hwang-miau, 
or temple of the war and moat. A cere- 
mony is also required for the benefit of 
departed spirits, who have left no children 


. to visit their graves, and minister to their 
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wants; and another called Ying-chun, 
welcoming the spring. These services, 
being involuntary and constrained, are, of 
all Chinese worship, the most formal and 
heartless. They are required, partly as a 
sign of allegiance to the ruling emperor: 
partly to keep prominently before those 
engaged in public life the examples of 
distinguished men of the past; and partly 
with a vague hope of securing the favor 
and protection of those who, having held 
places of influence and power on earth, 
are supposed to retain the same power as 
disembodied spirits. In addition to these 
services prescribed by the emperor, the 
officers, like the common people, follow 


their own inclinations in worshipping at 
other shrines, and performing other cere- 
monies. 


Confucius—Gods of War and of Letters. 


In the temples of Confucius, one of 
which is found in every walled city in the 
empire, idolatrous ceremonies are perform- 
ed twice a year—in the spring and fall. 
Several circumstances combine to show 
that the same degree of reverence and 
homage paid to this Chinese sage is award- 
ed to no other name in the Chinese pan- 
theon. The worship in Confucian temples 
is performed at the fifth watch, or before 
daylight. Whole oxen, hogs, and sheep 
The 


plates and dishes, as well as the instru- 


are included among the offerings. 


ments of music which are used, are of an 
antique style, and everything designates 
this worship as peculiarly important and 
sacred. The common people are exclud- 
ed, not being deemed worthy to take any 
part in the ceremonies. All other Chi- 
nese temples are continually open to the 
people, and are freely visited by them at 
all times. It may be remarked that the 
people, or rather scholars, are not willing 
to regard Confucius as a common idol or 
divinity, and in most of the temples erect- 
ed to him no image is found. 

The worship of the officers in the temple 
of Kwanti, the god of war, the temple of 
Wan-ti, the god of letters, and in the 
Ch’ing-hwang-miau, the temple of the wall 
and moat, is performed on the 1st and 15th 
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of each month, and consists simply in 
burning incense and making prostrations. 
The gods Kw&n-ti and Wan-ti are among 
the popular idols of China, and only differ 
from a host of others by being among the 
most prominent and distinguished of their 
class. 


City Gods. 


The idolatry of the Ch’ing-hwang-miau 
is peculiar to itself, and deserves particular 
notice. These temples contain the tutelar 
divinities of each city. These divinities 
are supposed to be rulers presiding over 
the world of spirits, whose offices and 
duties correspond with those of rulers of 
different grades who preside over the in- 
habitants of the material world. This su- 
perstition is in accordance with a general 
notion, very prevalent in China, that an 
exact correspondence exists between the 
visible and invisible worlds. As the em- 
pire is divided into sang, fu, and hien, i. e, 
provinces, departments, and districts, each 
division and subdivision having its appro- 
priate magistrates, so the capital of each 
province has its temple, devoted to the 
worship of the god who presides over that 
province. This temple is called the Sang- 
ch’ing-hwang-miau, temple of the wall and 
moat of the provincial city. According 
to this system, each fu city has its fu-ch’ing- 
hwang-miau, and each hien city has its 
hien-ching-hwang-miau, numbering in all 
about 1600, one for each walled city of the 
empire. These temples are among the 
largest and finest specimens of Chinese 
architecture, and in the eyes of the people 
form one of the chief attractions of every 
city. They are regarded much in the 
same light as the yia-muns or residences 
of the city officers. Accordingly, in addi- 
tion to the ch’ing-hwang, or ruler of the 
city, the temple is filled with images of in- 
ferior officers and servants. In the back 
part are private apartments, containing 
images of the ch’ing-hwang’s wives, and a 
room completely furnished, with a bed, 
which is made every day, and clothes 
racks, clothes presses, &c. Shoes and dif- 
ferent articles of wearing apparel are fre- 
quently presented by women to the ch’ing- 
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hwang and his wives, whose clothes are 
continually changed with the changing 
seasons. Officers not only visit this tem- 
ple on the first and fifteenth of every 
month to pay their respects, but in times 
of exigency and doubt apply to the ch’ing- 
hwang for assistance, as both the visible 
and invisible rulers are regarded as jointly 
responsible for the prosperity of the city, 
and the execution of the laws. In times 
of drought or sickness, the officers repair 
to the ch’ing-hwang to pray him to inter- 
cede with Yuh-hwang-shang-ti, chief of 
all the gods, in their behalf. When diffi- 
culties arise among the people, or it is 
impossible to bring offenders to justice, the 
same expedient is sometimes resorted to. 
As the business of the ch’ing-hwang is 
supposed to call him occasionally away 
from the temple, a smaller image is made 
about the size of a man, which is borne 
through the streets as officers are, while the 
larger image always remains in its place 
in the temple. It being customary in 
China for officers to be continually removed 
from one place to another by the will of 
the emperor, so it is supposed that the 
divinities of each city are continually 
changing. Accordingly, the divinities of 
this temple do not, like others, have per- 
manent names. The same images answer 
from year to year, but the individual 
spirits are supposed to change. It is be- 
lieved that a man in the province of Kiang- 
si, called Chang-t’'ien-sz, who has an office 
which is transmitted in his family from 
one generation to another, is possessed of 
means of communicating with spirits, and 
he is continually consulted with reference 
to what individual of the past is exercising 
the jurisdiction over particular cities. 

But the people are also interested in 
the Ching-kwang-miau, and it may be well 
to mention in this connection some of the 
ceremonies which they perform in_ it. 
They look up to the idols which it con- 
tains as their protectors, and often appeal 
to them when they are wronged by their 
fellow citizens, or fail to obtain justice 
from their rulers. The names of ten large 
idols found in the Fu-ching-kwang-miau 
will indicate their characters, and the use 
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which is made of them. The first is called 
Ilua-li-sz, and is supposed to take charge 
of the clothes with which the dead are 
buried. After the death of an individual, 
an accurate list is made of his clothes, 
which is supposed, by being burned, to be 
transmitted to this god, whose business it 


is to see that the possessor is not robbed of 
them on his way to Hades. After this 
idol, are seen, in regular order, Fuh-luh- 
sz, who presides over happiness and wages ; 
Chau-tsti-sz, who presides over cursing 
and railing, keeping an accurate account 
of all sins of this kind which are commit- 
ted; Li-yih-sz, who presides over boun- 
daries; Sang-chin-sz, who presides over 
child-birth; Ts4i-sang-sz, who presides 
over the slaying of animals; Kiai-ngeh-sz, 
who presides over persons in distress ; 
Wan-yih-sz, who presides over the pesti- 
lence ; Suh-pu-sz, the quick avenger; and 
Yen-Shau-sz, who adds length of days. 
The Suh-pu-sz, or quick avenger, is 
worshipped more than all the other gods 
together, and many are the wonderful 
tales which are told in proof of his vigi- 
lance and power. He is applied to for 
revenge by those who have been falsely 
accused ; those who have had property 
stolen; those who, though in the right, 
have been overcome in lawsuits by per- 
sons possessed of wealth and influence ; 
those who have difficulties in settling ac- 
counts; and by others under: similar cir- 
cumstances. His assistance is generally 
sought in the following manner. The 
suppliant goes to the temple in company 
with a Nien-wu-sien-sang, or master of 
ceremonies, who writes a fu, or charm, and 
nails it with a chicken’s head before the 
god. This is done with the design of 
arousing him, and bringing the importance 
A pa- 
per is also burned, stating the character of 
the offence, and when this ceremony is 
performed the matter is left in the hands 
of the god. Persons bitterly enraged 
against each other, sometimes meet before 
this god to ask him to be arbiter of their 
difficulties, and go away from his pres- 
ence satisfied that the matter will be 
properly disposed of, and that the offend- 


of the case distinctly before him. 
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ing party will sooner or later meet with 
condign punishment. Some present their 
grievances before the god in a clandestine 
manner, for fear of irritating the opposite 
party by a knowledge of the course that 
they are pursuing. Some are frightened 
into the performance of duty by the threat 
of having their case brought before Suh- 
It is commonly reported that 
guilty persons, who have been accused 


pu-sz. 


before this god, are often seized with ex- 
treme mental and bodily anguish, and die, 
uttering incoherent expressions respecting 
their crimes, and the punishment they are 
suffering for them from the hands of this 
avenger. 


Departed Spirits. 


The idolatrous ceremony required of 
the officers for the benefit of neglected 
ghosts, will be best understood by refer- 
ring to its origin. The first emperor of 
the Ming dynasty was in his childhood a 
herds-boy. He lost his parents when very 
young, and had no knowledge of the place 
of their interment. When he reached the 
throne, being unable to sacrifice at the 
graves of his ancestors, he commanded his 
officers throughout the empire to sacrifice, 
three times a year, to the shades of those 
whose graves are neglected. This cere- 
mony is still observed, and is called Siuh- 
ku, Pitying the unfortunate. On the ap- 
pointed days, the officers, together with the 
ching-hwang, are borne in palanquins out- 
side the city wall, when the prescribed 
offerings are made, and ceremonies per- 
formed. 


Welcoming the Spring. 


Ying-chun, or the ceremony of weleom- 
ing spring, is observed every year, on the 
first day of spring. The officers go out 
of the east gate of the city, and find clay 
images of a ploughman and his ox, which 
have been previously made for the ocea- 
sion. After witnessing a theatrical play, 
in the temple of the god of agriculture, 
which is designed to exhort the people to 
be industrious in agricultural pursuits, the 
two clay images are brought back into the 


city, when idolatrous worship is paid to 
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them. On the following day they are bro- 
ken in pieces, in the hall devoted to the 
god of the passing year, which is found in 
Tauist temples. The fragments of these 
images are highly prized, and eagerly 
sought by the people ; who carry them to 
their homes as a pledge of good luck for 
the season. The design of this ceremony 
seems to be, to inculcate veneration for 
the ox, and respect for husbandry.—J. L. 
Nevius in Home and For. Record. 


ARMENIANS. 


Rev. George IH. White, a missionary of 
the American Board, writes from Aintab: 
“In this one plage, what a work hath God 
wrought! It is not yet ten years since 
Mr. Johnston was driven away amid a 
shower of stones, and now there are here 
a Protestant civil community of eleven 
hundred; a church of two hundred and 
eighteen; three services on the Sabbath, 
with congregations ranging from seven 
hundred to nine hundred; three preach- 
ing services during the week; a Sabbath 
school of one hundred and fifty; three 
Bible-classes; a monthly concert of from 
two hundred to four hundred; and a fe- 
male prayer meeting of eighty ;— more 
than there are female members of the 
church. Nor is it an idle church. Five 
have entered the ministry, and fifteen 
more now study six months and labor the 
other six in the cities and villages. And 
a noble band of men they are. Houses 
and families and trades they have left, 
and, for a bare support, give their whole 
time to the service of Christ. You will 
find one in the birth place of Saul of 
Tarsus; another in Antioch, where Paul 
and Barnabas ministered to the Lord; a 
third in Ur of the Chaldees, the birth 
place of Abraham; a fourth on the banks 
of the great river, the Euphrates. All 
over the adjacent country you will find 
these noble men at work. Our American 
churches but little appreciate the worth of 
these native helpers. They go where the 
missionary cannot go. They can do a 
work the missionary cannot do. They 
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understand the errors of their old church, 
and the best way to deal with ‘the native 
mind, better, probably, than the mission- 
ary ever can. These I believe are the 
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men, who, under the blessing of God, are 
to do the most for the evangelization of 
this land. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


DEATH OF MRS. GODDARD. 


Mrs. Eliza Ann Abbott Goddard, widow 
of the late Rev. Josiah Goddard, of the 
Ningpo Mission, died at Providence, R. L., 
on the 28th of November last, aged thirty- 
nine years. She arrived in this country 
in July, 1855, having left Ningpo a few 
months after the decease of her husband, 
and laboring even then under the disease 
Her 
missionary service extended through near- 
ly fifteen years; during all of which her 
assiduous, though unassuming, fulfilment 


which has now terminated in death. 


of her duties, in domestic and social life 
and in her relations to the heathen, attested 
the genuineness, not only of her Chris- 
tian faith, but equally of her desire to be 
personally employed in the work of mis- 
sions, which dated back to the beginning 
of her Christian life. She has left four 
children to share in our prayers and sym- 


pathies. 


ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES. 


Mrs. Ingalls, widow of the late Lovell 
Ingalls, of the Rangoon Burman Mission, 
arrived with her daughter, in improved 
health, at New York, in the steamer City 
of Washington, November 16. 

On the following day, Mr. Ward, of 
the Assam Mission, with his wife and three 
children, landed in Boston from ship 
Clarissa Currier, via St. Helena. Mrs. 
Ward is still suffering from a disease of 
the heart, though more comfortable than 
when she set out for home. 


RECENT INTELLIGENCE, 
Burmah. 
Mr. Thomas writes from Henthada, Aug. 28, 
“ I think there are very encouraging indications 


at almost every station in our field of labor. 
Souls are being born again. I have reason to 
believe that all our little churches will be en- 
larged during the coming dry season,—while 
some five or six new churches will be estab- 
lished.” Having briefly, but distinctly, refer- 
red to the pecuniary necessities of the mission, 
Mr. T. adds, “ But if you cannot induce our 
| friends to help us with gold and silver, do 
| cause them to render us far more precious aid 
—their earnest prayers. There will be, at 
least, thirty Karen assistants employed in this 
field during the next season. But what can 
even all these do without aid from above?” 

Dr. Wade writes from Maulmain, Aug. 24, 
| that Mrs. Whitaker who accompanied her late 
husband to Maulmain on account of dangerous 
illness, is still seriously unwell, and anxiety 
was felt for the issue. 

“ The theological seminary has gone on thus 
far through the term prosperously, with ninety- 
six pupils. Our prospect is good to the end of the 
| fiscal year, when we shall be obliged to break up 
again unless a new appropriation is announced 
in the meantime. We have had peculiar 
satisfaction in the uniform good conduct of 


the pupils and their zealous application to the 
study of the Holy Scriptures. There are in 
the middle, as well as the senior class, a good 
number of interesting preachers, and all give 
much hope of their becoming such. Must the 
school be discontinued for want of funds? I 
wish you to understand distinctly that it must 
be supported from home, or given up.” 

For our latest advices from Rangoon and 
Maulmain, see pp. 17—18. 


Assam. 


Our latest accounts from this mission are con- 
tained in the extracts to be found on pp. 15, 16. 
Comparing them with what is known of the 
course of subsequent events in India, it is safe 
to infer that the apprehensions of an outbreak 
in Assam have before this subsided, and that 
no obstacle exists to the quiet prosecution of 
missionary labor as heretofore. A more abid- 
ing ground of solicitude is the failing health of 
the laborers. Already they are reduced to 
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less than a third of their late number, and in 
view of the long delay of reinforcements the 
inquiry has been raised among themselves, Is 
the work tobe abandoned? The only mission- 
aries now left in this field are Messrs. Danforth 
and Whiting. 


Delawares, etc. 


Mr. Pratt, of Delaware station, writes Oct. 
20,—‘ The remark that ‘ spiritual benefit is our 
chief end,’ is never forgotten. If we were 
simply teaching school or conducting a secular 
business, I would seek another place and ano- 
ther people. We have been encouraged with- 
in a few weeks by the baptism, and addition to 
our church, of six persons, three of them 
graduates from our school, So the Lord has 
not forsaken us wholly, nor left us without an 
encouraging measure of the ‘Spirit's influ- 
ences.” 

A favorable report is given of the Shawanoe 
Christians. “The members were present at 
the annual meeting in September, and appear- 
ed remarkably well. I propose to have them 
hold their membership with us, and occasion- 
ally,as I may be able, I will conduct meetings 
at their houses.” 

The following is from a letter of Mr. Willard, 
dated at Ottawa Creck, K. T., Nov. 2, 1857. 
The anticipated baptism was deferred in con- 
sequence of Mr. W's severe illness. 

“ Yesterday the aged chief of the Ottawas 
and one other man were received to the church, 
and expect to be baptized next Sabbath. A 


backslider also returned, and a woman who 
had been in fault made her confession. It is 


consolation to see this at a moment when the 
nation generally have become giddy in view of 
. their worldly prosperity, and many of them are 
indulging in sensuality and vice. Never did 
the Ottawas need a helping hand more than 
now; a faithful man to warn, advise and coun- 
sel them. They are coming into proximity 
with the whites, and are tempted to plunge 
into various excesses and to run in debt, 
counting on the sale of their fair domgin to 
pay in the future.” 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED In NovEMBER, 1867. 


Maine. 


Waldo Asso. 4; Lincoln Asso., 
Asa Perkins tr., 18.06; South 
Thomaston, Ist ch. 6; A friend 
25 cts ; 2nd ch. 8; Thomaston, 
2nd ch. 65.94; Wm. Adame 1; 
Rockport, L. Tolman 60 cts.; 
Hope, @Villiam Light 1; St. 


Donations. 


George, 8d ch. 26 cts.; Rock- 
land, 2nd ch. 5; 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Ist ch., “A seaman’s 
widow,” to cons. herself L. M., 
100.51; Charles st. ch., Dea. 
Moses Hadley tr., mon. con. 
14.29; Charlestown, Ist ch., 
Boardman Miss. Soc., F. O. 
Reed tr., 75; Chelmsford, Cen- 
tral ch., Ladies’ Burman Sch. 
Soc., Miriam Warren tr., 26; 
Brookline, ch. and cong., Dea. 
D. Sanderson tr., mon. con. 
21.75; Jamaica Plain, ch., J. B. 
Witherbee tr., 250; Newton, 
Upper Falls, ch., Ladies’ Miss. 
Soc., Miss Lydia Bixby tr., 
11.50; Framingham, ch. and 
soc., Warren Nixon tr., 75; 
South Abington, ch. 11 50; Ply- 
mouth, Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 11.50; 
Newburyport, a friend, to cons. 
Dea. Thomas Armstrong L. M. 
100; Winchester, ch., Mr. Weld 
tr., 10; Uxbridge, ch. 5; Lowell, 
Ist ch., Dea. J. Brabrook tr., 
mon. con. 60; Lynn, ch., Dea. 
J. Bacheller tr., 70.85; 

Pittsfield, ch., additional, 17; Eg- 
remont, ch. 825; Worcester, 
Pleasant st. ch., with prev. 
dona. to cons. Dea.Jonas Harts- 
horn L. M., 44.54; West Boyl- 
ston, Rey. G. R. Darrow 10; 
per Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 


74.89 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chapman 
tr., Providence, lst ch., of wh. 
23.75 is mon. con. in Nov., and 
45 an. sub. per A. Wood collec- 
tor, 68.75; Central ch., per J. 
B. Hartwell, with prev. | 
to cons. Augustus A.Wightman 
L. M., 91.51; Wickford, lst ch., 
per N. N. Spink, 67; 

Providence, 3d ch., Sab. Sch., S. 
S. Stillwell tr., to cons. Charles 


E. Paine L. M., 100.00 


Connecticut. 


New London, Ist ch., Sab. Sch., 
infant cl., M. Louisa Reid 
teacher, 


New York. 


A friend, avails of a gold 
chain, 5; New York city, Mra, 
E. C. G. 20; Clifton Park, ch. 
and soc. 30.42; Lowyille, 5. 
Goodell 1; Amsterdam, ch. 
22.50; 

Deposit Asso., West Colesville, 
ch. 30.50; Deposit, ch. 6.19; 
Sanford, ch. 3.43; Trout Creek, 
ch. 15.60; per Rev. O. Dodge, 
agent, 

New York Asso., Brooklyn, Cen- 
tral ch. 75; Hastings, ch. 8; 
George E. Munson 11; Cold 
Springs, ch. 5; per Rey. O. D., 
agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., York- 
ville, ch., Peter B. Amory, to 
cons. Mrs. eter B. Amory L. 
M.,, per Rey. O. D., agent, 

Dutchess Asso.. Dover Plains, ch. 
in part, 2635; South Dover, 
ch., in part, 6.40; Stamford, ch., 


78.92 


100.00 


6.00 
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in part, 28.58; Mrs. A. Bryan 
75 cts.; Justus Booth 1; George 
R. Winchell 1; Lewis Winch- 
ell 1; Henry Sage 5; Seth 
Walton 1; Amenia, ch., in part, 
$4.87; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Seneca Asso. 41.94; Mrs. Eliza 
Dusenbury 1; Romulus, ch. 
22.22; Ovid, ch. 37.46; Mecklen- 
burgh, ch. 12.79; Ithaca, ch. 
21.50; Lodi, ch. 1; Watkins, 
ch. 1; Bennettsburg, ch. 8; Tru- 
mansburgh, ch. 3.50; a friend 
1; Rev. John Gray 50 cts.; Mrs. 
Jane Culver 2; avails of jew- 
elry 1.50; to cons. Rey. Philo 
Griffis L. M., per Rev. H 
Smith, agent, 

Cattaraugus Asso., Friendship, 
ch. 12; Clarkville, ch. 6.72; 
Bingham, ch. 10.75; Freedom, 

+ Ist ch. 25 cts.; Amity, ch. 2.26; 
with other donas. to cons. Rev. 
QO. Tayntor L. M., per Rev. H. 
A.S., agent, 

Cortland Asso., McGrawville, ch. 
6.85; Homer, ch. 17; per Rey. 
H. A. 8., agent, 

Asso., Wilson, ch. 14.50; 

aster Ebenezer W. Hunt 10 
cts.; Master Horace H. Hunt, 
5 cts.; Miss Mary W. Hunt 10 
cts.; per Rey. H. A. S., agent, 


New Jersey. 


West N. J. Asso., Pittsgrove, ch. 
4; Moorestown, ch. 29; Bridge- 
on, Sab. Sch., Miss Sallie Fith- 
ns, cl. 2.31; Haddonfield, ch. 

1; Woodstown, ch. 31.40; Mt. 
Holle y, ch. 16.25; Burlington 
ch., of wh. 46.40 is fr. Sab. an 


nt, 
. J. Asso., Bethlehem, 
- 14; Lambertonville, ch., of 
wh. 24.17 is fr. Sab. Sch., 114.98; 
per Rev. S. M. O., agent, 

East N. J. Asso., New Brunswick, 
German ch. 10; Middletown, 
2nd ch., Rey. Thomas Roberts 
and wife 10; Richard A. Leon- 
ard 5; Thomas Leonard 5; Dan- 
jel Roberts 2; Nathaniel H. 
Roberts 1; Ruleph Conover 1; 
Joseph Davis 60 cts.; Pamelia 
Deprian, Richard Cohard and, 
Robert Bowne, 25 cts. each, 75 
cts.; Alice Debowe 1; Susan 
Jenkins 25 cts.; Mrs. Roop and 
Elizabeth Bowne 60 cts. each 1; 
Wm. Jones 2; Mrs. Jones 50 
cts.; Catharine Carhart 25 cts. ; 
Mrs. Benj Brown 50 cts.; Eliz- 
abeth Leonard 25 cts.; per Rev. 
8S. M. O., agent, 

Sussex N.J. Asso., Newtown, ch. 
Rev. H. B. Shermer, per Rev. 
S. M. O., agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Central Union Asso., Frankford, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agt., 
Centre Asso., Shirleysburg, ch., 
per Rev. S. M. O., agent, 
Monongahela Asso., Union, ch., 
of wh. 20 is fr. Ladies’ Sew. 
Soc., per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 
Northumberland Asso., More- 
land, ch. 3.09; Lewisburg Uni- 
yersity, Soc. of Inquiry 15; per 
v. 8. M. O., agent, 
Philadelphia Asso., Philadelphia, 


Donations. 


155.41 


31.98 


23.85 


14.75 
— 665.58 


62.56 


128,93 


41.00 
5.00 


12.51 
14.63 


61.40 
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Miss M. A. Longstreth, to sup. a 
pupil in Dr. Wade's sch., Bur- 
mah, 25; Calvary ch., with 
other donas, of this Asso., to 
cons. Rey. Frederick L. Kregal 
L. M., 88; Spruce st. ch., Miss 
C. Sheldon 20; Broad st. ch. 
129.75; Willistown, ch. with 
eer, and other donas. to cons. 

fordecai D. Cornog and Ab- 
ner Cornog L. M., 27; Glen 
Run, ch. 6.89; per Rey. 8S. M. 
O., agent, 241.64 


Ohio. 


Middletown, ch., Sab. Sch., tow. 
sup. of Rev. Wm. Ashmore, 8; 
Zanesville, lst ch., Juv. Miss. 
Soc., Addison Palmer tr., for 
the sup. and education of nat. 
preachers under the care of 

tev. William Ashmore, Siam, 
54 47; 


Dayton, Wayne st. ch. 15; Bev- 


erly, ch. 8; Monroeville, ch. 5; 
Manchester, ch. 3.85; Aurora, 
ch. 6.75; W.J. Nesbit 1; Miami 
Asso. 41; per Rey. H. Davis, 
agent, 


Indiana. 


Hunfington Asso., per Rev. A.S. 
Ames, agent, 

Madison Asso., Vernon, ch. 6.80; 
Dupont, ch. 4.06; North Madi- 
son, ch. 8.75; Madison, J. E. C. 
F. Harper1; per Rey. A. S. A., 
agent, 

Coffee Creek Asso., Freedom, ch. 
2.10; Hopewell, ch. 7.35; per 
Rey. A.’S. A., agent, 

Shelbyville, I. S. Bullock, per 
Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


20.11 


9.45 
1.62 
Illinois. 
Bristol, a friend 
Iowa. 


Burlington, 


+ “For Missionary 
Jnion,” 


Canada. 


Montreal, St. Helen st. ch,, Geo. 
B. Muir tr., 


Canada West. 


Haldmond Asso., per Rey. 8. S. 
Day, agent, 

Johnstown Asso. 17.50; Mrs. Rev. 
Abel Stevens 25 cts.; S. Sea- 
man 1; per Rey. 58.8. D., agent, 18.75 


23.00 


Legacy. 
Cazenovia, N. Y., Rev. James 


Nickerson, B. T. Clark Exr., 
per Rey. O. Dodge, agent, 100.00 
$3,053.94 


Total from April 1 to Nov. 30, 1857, qyen 


— 
. 105.95 
ee 
62.47 
80.10 
— 142.67 
7.00 
i roe 11.40 fr. infant sch., for Indian 
missions, 78.60; per Rev. S. M. 
im 
38.18 
1.00 
9.00 
20.00 
—— 337.54 
41.75 
$2953.94 
18.09 


